
 

 
 

I hope your Holidays were as happy as ours and that 
you have a prosperous New Year. On our visit to Virginia 
Beach in December, Carol and I got to hold our three 
month old and three week old Great-Great-Grandsons. 
What a joy they gave us to start our Christmas season 
and New Year. 
 
Unless someone tells me differently, the Association is 
running smoothly. We are however, looking to prevent a 
couple bumps that may appear on the road ahead.   
 
I have been corresponding with our current 
Secretary/Treasurer Libby O’Brien, concerning that 
position, to find out if the position could be reconfigured. 
As the responsibility for maintaining membership 
records, mailing lists, and funds, etc. of the Association 
are intertwined, that position cannot be changed. At our 
last Annual Meeting, Libby did mention that it would help 
the Secretary/Treasurer if there was another person to 
who would take and record the minutes at our Annual 
Reunions. Therefore, a “Recording Secretary” would 
ease the responsibilities of the Secretary/Treasurer at 
Annual Reunions.  (FOOD FOR THOUGHT)   The 
Secretary/ Treasurer is an elected position, so please let 
me know if you would like your name on the ballot at our 
reunion in May. 
 
We are still looking for an able body to step up as Editor 
for The Aerograph, our quarterly newsletter. I can tell 
you that there has been a giant leap forward since my 
day of cut and paste, print, and snail mailing the 
newsletter to where it is today. Gary Cox, our current 
Editor, continues to do an excellent job preparing The 
Aerograph for printing and distribution. He is, however, 
looking for a replacement. If you are interested, please 
give Gary a call. He will be happy to let you know what  

 
is required of the position. As I mentioned in previous 
articles, the hardware and software required for the 
position will be provided by the Association. This is an 
appointed position, so please let me know if you 
would like to accept this position. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing you in The Villages in 
May. 
 
As always, Mel, Jim and I are always at your service. 
Don’t hesitate to call on us about anything concerning 
the Association. 
 
Bill Bowers 
NWSA President 
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Attention on Deck! 
Now is a good time to begin receiving your Aerograph by 
email or downloading it from www.navalweather.org  
   We are committed to serve our membership in the best 
manner and want to reassure anyone who prefers a 
printed copy that they will continue to receive one in the 
mail. It is important that we hear from you if we are to be 
able to provide the most effective service. 
   There are three ways to receive your Aerograph: 

1. Via:  email (quicker and in color)—now up to 
around 200 recipients this way. 

2. Via: regular  USPS mail (slower and in black and 
white due to costs) 

3. Via:  the website (always available, avoids large 
email files, color) 

Currently we mail over 265 print copies per edition! This 
takes considerable effort to produce and cost to the 
association. Please help us by updating your preference 
by emailing (Aerographpreference@navalweather.org) or 
by sending the Secretary-Treasurer a card or letter 
confirming you wish to continue receive a printed copy in 
the mail (now or when you renew your membership). See 
form on last page.                                                             
Thanks from your Aerograph TEAM! 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hope everyone had a joyous holiday season and are 
looking forward to a Healthy and Happy 2016!!   
   We have certainly been blessed as my son’s throat 
cancer has been cured.  We are very thankful and 
appreciate all your concerns and prayers. 
   Our membership has slipped again since my last 
report we now have 46,1which is down from the 473 I 
reported in November.  I’m not sure what the issue is but 
I send out Emails reminding members of their expiration 
date, Gary sends out e-mails and Mike has the printers 
notate on the mailing labels.  We do have 3 new 
members join us since November.  They are listed on a 
separate report in the Aerograph. Welcome aboard to 
those members!!  
   I hope everyone is going to try and make the NWSA 
reunion in May at The Villages in central Florida.  Bill 
Bowers and Jerry Struck and their committee are doing 
an awesome job to have another outstanding reunion.  I 
hope to see you at The Villages in May! 
   Take Care and God Bless! 
    

Finance Statement 31 December 2015 
 
Checkbook Balance   $13,589.53 
     Operating Funds                                     8,522.43 
     Scholarship Funds                        1,020.00  
     Life Membership Funds         4,047.10 
 
USAA CD’s 
     Life Membership               $32,333.97 
 

 
   Submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Libby O’Brien 

 
EDITOR’S DESK 

 
After a cold and unusually snowy 
winter so far, I am looking forward to 
Reunion 42 at The Villages, in warm 
and sunny Florida. Let the reunion 

committee know your plans as soon as possible, so they can 
plan accordingly.  
   We know the winter is affecting game animals when they 
brave poachers and traffic and wander into town. The picture, 
below, shows a herd of eight pronghorns, commonly called 
antelope, that have ventured into a small park on the west 
edge of Cheyenne, just across Interstate 25 from F.E. Warren 
Air Force Base.. 
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 In a lighter vein: 
 

 
What Sailors Do 

                  
The cut-off date will be Monday, 25 April 2016 for the 
February issue of The Aerograph 
E-Mail Gary at garylcox@charter.net or 
aerograph@navalweather.org 
 
USPS Address: xAG2 Gary Cox USN REL 
                       1405 West 31st St.  
                       Cheyenne, WY 82001-2435 
                       307 632-0656 (Please leave a message 
                       on the machine, if we don’t answer. 
                       I’ll get back to you ASAP.)                        
 

ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 
 

President: CWO4 Bill Bowers, USN RET 
5416 Grove Manor, Lady Lake, FL. 32159-3533 
(352) 750-2970 bcbowers@embarqmail.com 
1st Vice President: AGCM Mel Bourn, USN RET 
7025 Wycliff St, Fort Worth, TX. 76116-9055 
(817) 732-3827 mfbourn@sbcglobal.net 
2nd Vice President: CWO3 Jim Romano, USN RET 
4760 Saint Brides St. White Plains, MD  20695-3151 
(301) 932-9902 aerojro@aol.com 
Sec/Treas: Elizabeth O’Brien  
515 Ashley Road, Cantonment, FL 32533-5610  
(850) 968-0552   NWSASecTreas@panhandle.rr.com 
Aerograph Editor: xAG2 Gary Cox, USN REL 
1405 W 31st ST, Cheyenne WY 82001-2435  
(307) 632-0656 garylcox@charter.net 
Webmasters: AGC Charles Casperson, USN RET, 
xAG2 Gary Cox, USN REL, 
webmaster@navalweather.org 
 

Association Committees: 
2016 Reunion Committee:  
Chair:  CDR Jerry Struck, USN RET 

3440 Dixon Lane, Lady Lake, FL. 32162-7150 
(352) 753-6034 glvusnret@reagan.com 
Chaplain: CAPT Chuck Steinbruck, USN RET 
(757) 622-4136 captchuck@cox.net 
Finance: CAPT Chuck Steinbruck, USN RET  
601 Pembroke Ave, #808, Norfolk VA 23507  
(757) 622-4136 captchuck@cox.net 
AGC Charles “Cap” Casperson, USN RET 
PO Box 1225, Inyokern, CA 93527-1225 
(760) 377-3677 caspercap@gmail.com 
Mr. Robert Agness, GS RET 
608 Juanita Court, The Villages, FL 32159-9267 
(352) 750-5102 ragness@embarqmail.com 
Historian: AGCM Harry Hale, USN RET 
PO Box 294, Odonnell, TX 79351-0294 
(806)  428-3435   haleodtx@poka.com   
Scholarship: LCDR Mike Gilroy, USN RET 
1370 Byron Dr. APT 5, Salinas, CA.93901-2159 
(425) 418-8164 mjgrota@gmail.com 
Nominating: TBA 
Parliamentary: AGCM Moon Mullen, USN RET  
(805) 496-1348    agcmmoon@earthlink.com  
Master-At-Arms: TBA 

Executive Council 
AGCM Jim Maxwell, USN RET - Past President 
LCDR Mike Gilroy, USN RET - Past President 
LCDR Joe McKinzie, USN RET - Past President 
AGCM Mel Bourn, USN RET - 1st Vice President 
CWO3 Jim Romano, USN RET - 2nd Vice President 
AGCM Moon Mullen, USN RET - Past President  

 
Proposed Changes to the Constitution and 

By Laws June 2015 
ARTICLE X – MEETINGS 
 
Section 2.  Annual Meeting. A general membership 
meeting (reunion/convention) shall be held each year.  
Insofar as possible, the Annual Meeting will be held in 
the eastern, central and western geographical regions of 
the United States. 
 
Proposed Change: 
Section 2.  Annual Meeting. A general membership 
meeting (reunion/convention) shall be held each year. 

 
ARTICLE XIII – EFFECTIVE DATE AND 
AMENDMENTS 

 
Section 2. This Constitution and Bylaws may be 
amended by having the proposed amendment(s) 
published by the Secretary-Treasurer in The Aerograph 
at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting that it will be 
voted on.  The amendment will be read by the Secretary-
Treasurer as “new business” at that Annual Meeting.  A 
two-thirds (2/3) approval vote of the amendment (original 
or amended through motions) by the General Meeting 
present will assign the amendment to “old business” at 
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the Annual Meeting the following calendar year where 
the  amendment  may be adopted with a two-thirds (2/3) 
approval vote.  Less that a two-thirds (2/3) vote at either 
meeting will be considered disapproval and the 
amendment will be dropped. 
 
Proposed Change: 
Section 2.  This Constitution and Bylaws may be 
amended by having the proposed amendment(s) 
published by the Secretary-Treasurer in The Aerograph 
at least 30 days prior to the Annual Meeting that it will be 
voted on.  The amendment will be read by the Secretary-
Treasurer as “new business” at that Annual Meeting.  A 
two-thirds (2/3) approval vote of the amendment (original 
or amended through motions) by the General Meeting 
present will cause the amendment to be adopted at the 
next year’s Annual Meeting.  Less that a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote will be considered disapproval and the amendment 
will be dropped. 

 
Biographies Wanted! 
What is a Biography? 

   It is simply the history of a lifetime. It narrates the most 
important facts of someone’s life, his or her childhood, 
adolescence, military service, wars he or she lived through, 
educational background, professional life, marriage, children, 
and most outstanding achievements. Also, it tells anecdotes, 
memories, trips and dearly cherished moments. It is our most 
precious legacy to Shipmates. AGCS Corbett suggests that 
BIOs be about 150 words and archived on CD/DVDs. 

Submitted by AGCS Lloyd Corbett, USN RET 
 

MY BEST EXPERIENCES WHILE ON 
ACTIVE DUTY 

This feature in the AEROGRAPH is intended to provide a 
forum for member to tell their stories and remind others of their 
experiences. Because our diverse membership has service 
which spans over 70 years the forum will be organized in 
decades. Please indicate the decade that the experience 
occurred so we place it correctly in the article. Please try to be 
brief (250 words or less), or send in a photo with a caption. If 
your submission does not make it in the next edition of the 
AEROGRAPH it means we were limited by space and printing 
costs. It will be included in a future edition. We will also post 
them immediately on the website. We prefer to receive 
submission by email but you can mail them in to the Editor if 
you are still using an old typewriter for correspondence. 
For information please contact Mike Gilroy or Gary Cox at 
aerograph@navalweather.org  
  

Movies at Sea  
   . In 1969 I was C.O. of the USS Holder (DD-819) 
enroute to the Med for a 6 month deployment. The task 
group consisted of a carrier, one oiler and 6 DDs. It’s 
customary to show movies in the evening. Each DD gets 
6 o 7 movies, but the carrier gets 40 to 50. We exchange 

movies during underway replenishments. DDs refuel at 
sea every 3 days. 
   “Cleopatra”, with Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, 
had just been released; so I announced to the task 
group that we had the movie “Cleopatra”. Every ship 
wanted it, including the carrier. So we traded with the 
carrier for 7 newly released movies. What I didn’t say 
was the “Cleopatra” we had was filmed in 1939. 
   When we were just about to finish refueling from the 
carrier and exchanging movies, I told the carrier we were 
going to practice “emergency breakaway” as soon as 
they had the movie. As we were breaking away and 
increasing speed to 27 KTS we played (over the IMC) “I 
did it my way” by Frank Sinatra. 

Submitted by CAPT Ace F Trask, USN RET  
 
 

BINNACLE LIST  
Ann underwent another procedure 
[recently] at Virginia Beach General. The 
result of the test was a significant blow to 
us--pancreatic cancer.  
   I can only pray for her recovery and hope 

all will pray real hard for her.  
Salvato (Ann or Jack or both) 
2765 Einstein Dr.  
VA. BCH, VA. 23456-8169 
   Keep in mind also that Jack isn't doing so well himself, 
with his bad neck and he too is suppose too be 
undergoing some tests for more problems.. Lots of kind 
thoughts and prayers for them both. 

Submitted by Fay Crossley, HRC Sec. 
 
Also received the following Joan Akers email, forwarded 
by Fay, “We are sorry we did not make the dinner, but 
between Frank’s problem with minor bleeding and my 
being so exhausted we don’t go anywhere most days. 
We make the hospital for his treatment for his treatment 
every third Monday, a week of rest, and then the other 
tests for his CAT scan, the other tests and doctor’s 
meetings it gets very tiring. Hope things get better.” 
JOAN AKERS 
FRANK STROUT 
984 Sunnyside Dr.  
VA BCH, VA. 23464-2142 

Prayers and possibly a cheerful card are in order for 
Joan and Frank also…Editor  

 
DO YOU DO FACEBOOK? 

(You must be logged into Facebook to access either site.) 
 Find Facebook’s Navy AG group here: 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/34563
272172/ 

Find Facebook’s Navy METOC Officers here: 
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/98578

891936/ 
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NWSA Challenge Coin 

 

Front on Left; Back, Right 
The challenge coins are in and can be purchased. They 
are $10.00 each which includes the shipping. However, 
we are asking Chapter Presidents to canvas their 
members to see how many are interested in purchasing 
the coin. It would be easier and most cost effective if we 
sent coins to Chapters in bulk. Of course, those 
members who do not have chapters will have their coin 
sent directly to them. 
    We have already been contacted by non-members but 
will give our members first choice to purchase. 
   There is no rush. We have 100 coins and I don't 
believe they will sell out fast. 
 
 Elizabeth O'Brien 
 NWSA Secretary/Treasurer 
 515 Ashley Road 
 Cantonment, FL 32533 
 nwsasectreas@panhandle.rr.com 
 

 

 
NWSA Hats 

The Hampton Roads Chapter of the Naval Weather 
Service Association is embarking on a venture to provide 
NWSA hats to members and any interested folks that 
have money.  If the hats do okay, we might expand the 
selections to Sweat Shirts, Tee-Shirts, and maybe even 
jackets.  We in HRC want to advertise our Association 

and perhaps bring more people into membership at the 
various chapter levels.   
   If you would like to buy one or more of the NWSA hats, 
the price is $15.00 plus shipping which is usually $4.00 
per hat, but some savings can be shared if you buy more 
than one hat and have them shipped to the same 
address.  
   Send your order to HRC Treasurer AGCS ret Bob 
Daigle, 3101 Montour CT, Virginia Beach VA. 23453-
5547. Bob’s phone number is 757-468-3741 if you have 
questions.   
   The hats come with basically the same embroidered 
logo just different colors and the hats are Red, White 
and Blue.  See picture.  When placing your order specify 
hat’s color and number of hats you are ordering.   
   Comments and suggestions should be sent to HRC 
Secretary Fay Crossley via email at 
fdcross@charter.net.   
Fraternally, HRC membership 

 
 

 

Kelton Harbert, 2013 AMS-NWSA Freshman Scholar,  (left); 
Brett Borchard, 2015 AMS-NWSA Scholar, (c); and Chris 
Moren, NWSA member, (r) at January 2016 AMS Meeting  

 
 

 
Rota Reunion Update 

  Save the dates! June 24th to June 27th 2016 
 
The plans for the Rota Reunion June 24-27 in Knoxville, TN 
are progressing nicely. As of mid-January, we have 16 families 
signed up and ready to reacquaint themselves with others from 
the BEST duty station the Navy had to offer - Rota, Spain. The 
members attending were stationed at 
NWS/FWC/NOCC/NEMOC Rota spanning the years from the 
mid-70s through the early 00s. 
   Some of the planned events include a meet and greet Friday 
eve, local winery tour, Saturday dinner and Sunday brunch in a 

5 
 

mailto:nwsasectreas@panhandle.rr.com
http://www.navalweather.org/images/AMS_2016_Meeting.JPG


group setting and a trip to Dollywood Sunday afternoon. Free 
time has been written into the schedule for those people that 
want to reconnect on a more personal level or those that may 
want to take in the beautiful scenery in TN. 
   If you were stationed at the weather office in Rota, SP and 
would like to attend, here is what is needed: 
     1. You can make reservations now for June 2016. If you 
decide later that you cannot make the reunion, you can cancel 
up to 24 hours before your expected arrival with no penalty. 
     2. Nothing will be charged to your card until you arrive. 
     3. The guaranteed room rate is only 346.85 (after tax) for 
the 3 nights which is very reasonable for the area in June. 
Individual nights are 115 for Friday/Saturday nights and 79 for 
Sunday night. 
     4. You must call the hotel (Ramada Inn - Pigeon Forge) at 
1-865-428-0668 to make the reservations. You must say you 
are with the "Rota Reunion" to get the reduced rate. 
   For more details or question please contact: AGC Dave 
Carroll USN Ret at: retiredweaxman@comcast.net or Mike 
Gilroy 425 418 8164 (Pacific time). 

.   Submitted by AGC Dave Carroll, USN RET 
 

AG A School Class 7006 Starboard 
 

Convened 9 Feb, 1970; Graduated 11 May 1970 
Click Image for Additional Info and Larger Image 

 
The instructors were AGC Dufford (far left) and AG1 
Marty Bonk (far right) 
I am in the second row, second from left AG3 John 
Gould. 

Submitted by xAG2 John D. Gould, USN REL  
 

Blue Angels – Insane Footage Takes You Inside 
the Cockpit 

(YouTube Video) 
https://www.youtube.com/embed/u4D0yx4DvBk

?rel=0 
Submitted by AGCS John “Stroade” Shay, Jr., USN RET 

 
Travel via the Moon 

The first thing we have to do is get that airline 
reservation made, followed by the hotel and NWSA 42 

reservations at The Villages with Jerry Struck. Airline 
prices are at their lowest for the entire year, so don’t 
delay even another couple of months when they all go 
higher. You will also need ground transportation from 
MCO (Orlando) to The Villages, which can also be made 
via computer or telephone. There is one shuttle for $35 
per person, or you can rent a car at the airport. Shuttle 
service is about every hour and 30 minutes, which will 
take you the 70 miles. Don’t delay and then find out 
when you get to the airport, that the shuttle is full or you 
will get there after the hostility room opens and you miss 
all sea-stories of the day.. 
    Whether you’re going to Florida, Europe, or any other 
airport in the USA or world, make a check-list with an 
itinerary with dates, times, locations and costs for each 
item/place you expect to experience. Get this done 
weeks before your trip. Not only will this help you plan “a 
good trip” but it relieves the stress on “did I forget 
anything” and you can make copies and send to 
relatives/neighbors and everyone who is interested in 
what/where you’re going. Some of the important data 
this list should include or help you remember are: 
Documents and dates, including hotel info (reservation 
#, hotel phone #, and address), flight # with time 
departing and arrival.  
   Stop your newspaper. The postman doesn’t know 
you’re out of town, so stop at the post office and stop 
your mail delivery, or get a neighbor to take it in for each 
day you’re gone. Tell your neighbors when you’ll be 
leaving/returning so they can watch your house. 
    Also, tell your bank/credit card companies (use the 
800 number on the back of the card) and tell them 
where you’re going and the dates, so they don’t shut 
down your cards when they see charges at distant 
places. It will ruin your whole day when you are miles 
from home and you find your credit card doesn’t work 
and you’re out of money, and even ATMs don’t work! 
   How about your medications…have enough to take 
along on a trip?  
   Check your camera—want to get some pictures and 
the camera says NO SPACE.  Airline X-rays will remove 
ALL pictures in the camera, so carry the camera in a 
carry-on bag or purse. The TSA check will not wipe out 
pictures in your camera. 
   Food in the ‘fridge that will spoil while you’re gone—
get it out now and get the garbage outside before you 
go.  
   Check door/window locks and if you have a “timer” you 
might have to turn on a light each days just before 
sunset and turn off around 10 PM (kitchen or room that 
can be seen from the street/porch) that gives passerby’s 
the impression that someone is home there. It’s a good 
idea to “test” that timer a day or two before leaving to 
make sure it works OK.  
   Suitcases weight can cost if they’re too heavy/big.  
   One item you might want to take along—your spouse.       

                            Submitted by AGCM Moon Mullen USN RET 
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CHAPTER NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 

 
     

HAMPTON ROADS 
President        Fay Crossley 
Vice President       Frank Muscari 
Treasurer        Bob Daigle 
Secretary                Fay Crossley 
Social Coord.          Frank Muscari 
VA Hospital Coord.  Joan Akers 
 CMAA                     Frank Muscari 

 

 
Click Image to Enlarge 

 
Minutes of the Meeting 

Held at the “Lucky Oyster” 
(WINTER Meeting – January 10, 2016) 

 
In attendance:  (11)  Frank and Eve Muscari, Bob and 
Carol Daigle, Fay and Donna Crossley, Jack and Ann 
Salvato, Chuck Steinbruck, Howard Lee and Doris 
Stepaniak. 
 

REGRETS received from:  

Dan and Carmen Lee…..skiing…. 
Nelsons…Ed selling wine again…. 
Mel and Marty Harder…..health issues 
Bobby and Tammie Steiner…..trip to MICH 
Dave Milot…visiting family in NC 
Bob Wright…getting settled in new home in TN 
Frank and Bonnie Terrizzi…can’t find baby sitter for pets. 
LaRue Wright…got the bug 
Steve and Sylvia Shafer….busy 
Last minute conciliations 
Kathi Clark…trip to ER 
Louise Steinbruck…bug that is going around 
The Paulys…bug that is going around 
Pat Scott…with her sister Kathi 
 
Meeting called to order by Vice President Frank Muscari 
about 330 PM.  Blessing was given by Chuck Steinbruck. 
   Pledge of Allegiance was led by CMAA Frank Muscari.  
   Dues collection was conducted by the Treasurer and Bob will 
contact members for their dues.   

   50/50 drawing was won by Frank Muscari…$30. 
   Motion was made by Frank Muscari and seconded by 
Donna Crossley to accept the Secretary’s report and send by 
email. This saves a lot of reading.  Motion carried.  
   Treasurer’s report was given.  A letter of thanks was received 
from the Cancer Care Foundation of Tidewater (Jack Salvato 
– Sponsor) (Enclosure 9).  Due to the hat and coin sales there 
was 8 deposits made since the last meeting, and it was okayed 
by the membership if details weren’t given.  Bottom line is the 
HRC treasury has $3060.82.  Motion was made by Fay 
and seconded by Frank to approve the report as give, motion 
carried. 
         

OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Hat Sale Report: We have bought 30 hats and sold 25. We 
haven’t figured out the actual bottom line for the sales yet, but 
a minor profit is made on the price of the hat of around a dollar, 
while we are about breaking even with cost of S./H.  Question 
was brought up if we should continue, membership suggested 
to keep going to see if interest continues.   
2. Coin Sales was discussed:  One AG coin was sold at the 
meeting we have two left.  Again the bottom line for the AG 
coins has not yet been calculated but we are selling the coins 
at a slight loss.  The Challenge coins have all been sold.  
Bottom like report for them will be forthcoming. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

1. Do we want to expand the sales to include T-Shirts.  An 
example was ordered from supplier, shirt itself was great but 
some questions still need to be asked, colors, ‘V’ neck and 
bigger sewing as well as cost of pocket T.  Fay will check on 
these and report in the next meeting. 
2. Approval required for AD and $80 payment for #42.  (See 
Enclosure 5) Fay made motion to send ad and money, 
seconded by Chuck motion carried. Fay will send Mr. Struck 
the Ad, Bob will send the money. 
3. This Meetings Charity, AG1 Edward T. Earhart 
Memorial…..Sponsor is Frank Terrizzi.  Contact is 
Dave.stamper@noaa.gov, address is ((EARHART MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP)) Hazard Community College, 
One Community College Dr., Hazard, KY. 41701 (See 
Enclosure 1)  Fay made a motion that the collection be 
increased by HRC funds so as to fund $125, seconded by 
Bob, motion carried.  
4. Next meeting Charity is Wounded Warrior Fund…..Sponsor 
is Steve Shafer.  Need address where check should be sent. 
5…..This is an Even Year Election Cycle, up for elections are: 
President, Treasurer and CMAA. After some discussion Fay 
was elected as President and Treasurer will remain with 
Bob and CMAA will remain with Frank.  These elections will 
take effect at the end of this meeting. 
6. Spring Meeting venue: Bob made a motion that we meet at 
Bunny’s in Suffolk, Chuck seconded, motion carried. More 
information will be forthcoming. 
7…..FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER: 
Member Bob Wright has moved, new address is 6914 Apollo 
Drive, Knoxville, TN. 37921.  Phone remains the same, 570-
216-0348.  Hope all is going well Bob.  
Dennis and Susan Pauly are living the good life on their 
range in NC, Susan surveys her estate in an ATV and mini 
bike.  
Hoping the Chubbs are settling into their SC home okay.  
Eileen Fifield is doing some traveling with family.  
Pat Scott recently got married more information will provided.   
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Fay met a man whose brother was an AG in early 60s on the 
Forrestal, name was Norwood, and Frank remembered the 
name from when he was on the Forrestal. 
HRC members are to keep thinking about the summer picnic, 
might be a good idea to have something in NC.   
Dennis Pauly would like to keep the USS Wisconsin project 
alive and will take on the responsibilities of the effort. 
 

BINNACLE LIST 
KATHI CLARK….has been having health issues, missed 
today’s meeting due to a trip to the ER for sugar levels.   
EVE MUSCARI….Hip doing okay.   
FRANK MUSCARI….heart problems, now has new pace 
maker, still some things on the back burner.   
DORIS STEPANIAK….pacemaker doing well, but wish it was 
on the other side.  She looks great.   
HOWARD LEE….Coping well with by-pass operation, just 
taking time. 
ANN SALVATO…Coping well, all is well and she looks great.  
JACK SALVATO….Having some neck issues still…having 
serious tests on the 22nd of January….all the best Jack.  
DICK DEMPSEY…..called left messages with Mary, she has 
not returned  my calls.  I will keep trying and also contact the 
FRA.  
FRANK STROUT….Coping well with the Therapy 
JOAN AKERS…..knee repairs. 
STEVE SHAFER…..arm and shoulder repairs doing well.  
RON ALFORD…..has moved….new address…..1216 Madras 
Ct., VA BCH, VA. 23454 
JOHN SHAY…..wished everyone a happy New Year.   
We need updates on these and any additions please.    
 
   Copies of any enclosure can be requested from Fay 
Crossley, fdcross@charter.net.  
   A motion was made by Frank Muscari and seconded by 
Chuck Steinbruck to adjourn the meeting, motion carried at 
515 PM. 

      Submitted by Fay Crossley, HRC Secretary 
 
SOCAL CHAPTER 
 
 
Pres         John Rodriguez 
V. Pres         David Rue 
Sec/Treas     Morry Summey 
    
Happy New Year one and all 
from the SOCAL CHAPTER of 

NWSA. We look to the new year with the hope of 
rebuilding interest in our organization hire in Southern 
California. 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
The SOCAL Chapter did not hold the usual PARADE OF 
LIGHTS dinner this past December. Continued lack of 
attendance at Chapter social events caused us to check 
out possible attendance before scheduling the event. 
Not enough interest was shown to warrant scheduling 
the event. Chapter plans now are to reduce our social 
events to just the Valentine’s Day Brunch in February 
each year. 

   The Chapter business/luncheon meeting was held on 
Thursday, January 7, 2016 at the Admiral Baker Navy 
Golf Course Restaurant. Attendees were Morry 
Summey, David & Lois Rue, and Carl Drake. Due to 
the small number, only an informal meeting was held. 
The primary points covered were a collection of input for 
the February Aerograph., collection of dues, and the 
scheduling of the February Valentine’s Day Champagne 
Brunch. Date and time for the Brunch is 10 AM Sunday, 
February 14, 2016.     

.MEMBER ACTIVITIES 
MORRY SUMMEY: Morry and his two daughters, Martie 
and Marilyn, once again plan to attend the NWSA 
Reunion in The Villages in Florida. 
CARL DRAKE: Carl and Phyllis’ son Patrick, age 52, 
passed away on 16 December in Las Vegas after 
undergoing surgery for an intestine blockage. Carl also 
lost his older brother, Leroy, in September which has 
made this a very tough year. 
DAVID RUE: Lois & David visited their son and his 
family in Ramstein, Germany. They had a great time with 
their grandsons, who are 3 and 5 years old. They visited 
Worms, Otterberg, Kaiserseautter and various other 
places. Michael made Thanksgiving dinner and they 
celebrated an early Christmas. The Christmas markets 
were fantastic. Michael now has a new job in the Air 
Force. He’s with NATO AIR COMMAND. 

       Submitted by Morry Summey SOCAL Sec/Treas. 
                                          

PENSACOLA CHAPTER  
 
President  Larry 
Warrenfeltz 
Sec/Treas.  Ed Straten 
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Our chapter met on December 6, 2015, for our annual 
Christmas Bash.  We were transported to a winter 
wonderland at the lovely home of Larry and Nancy 
Warrenfeltz.  Attending were Al and Helen Atwell, 
Bernie Bauer, Paul and Cheryl Belt, Dave and Jerrie 
Dunlap, Greene and Marion Hawks, Elsbeth Lloyd, 
Paul and Marie Lyon, Denny and Helen Maljevac, Ed 
and Gerrie Marsch, Pat and Libby Obrien, Ken and 
Barbara Overholt, and Ed and Patti Straten. 
   Terrific variety of delicious food was served on 
Nancy’s special Christmas dishes and thoroughly 
enjoyed by all.  Our annual white elephant gift exchange 
resulted in much laughter and great fun…as always.   
   Dues were collected, and Larry Warrenfeltz and Ed 
Straten were elected to serve another term as president 
and secretary treasurer.  It was voted to donate $150 to 
the Wounded Warriors.  Next meeting will be held March 
6, 2016. 
   It was a wonderful evening to celebrate the holiday 
season with joy of friendship and stories of past and 
present. Thank you Larry and Nancy for opening your 
home for our annual party…it was so appreciated by all. 
   Paul Lyon reports that he had very successful spinal 
surgery on 19 November, and is extremely happy to 
report that after the worst part of almost 20 years of 
extreme lumbar pain, and, significant discomfort, which 
included two "rear-ender" vehicular accidents (January 
and June of 2014), which really aggravated his lower 
back, neck, and, left shoulder, and resulted in almost 
complete loss of feeling in both legs and both feet, the 
surgical team at Laser Spine Institute, Tampa, FL, fixed 
his almost severed and extremely pinched spinal nerve 
channel between L3, and, L5.  Within a week, he could 
sense the feeling returning to both areas below both 
knees.  Paul considers the surgical procedure a miracle 
and is awaiting surgery on the ball of his right foot to 
repair some broken bone(s) in that area, sometime 
January or February.  We are so very happy to hear of 
this excellent news and hope the healing continues! 
  The O'Briens continue to stay close to home.  Libby's 
son, Dwayne, is recovering from his throat cancer.  He 
has completed his radiation and chemo treatments, and 
his doctor is very pleased with the results.  He goes back 
to his doctor in Jan for a P.E.T. Scan to determine if the 
cancer has been eradicated.  Libby, Pat, and Dwayne 
spent a week at their timeshare in Orange Beach, AL, in 
November.  They were joined by Libby's youngest 
daughter, Teresa, who came down from Evansville, IN, 
and her older daughter, Sandy, who came over from 
Milton, FL.  Unlike November weather of years past, the 
weather on the Gulf Coast was unseasonably warm, and 
it made for a nice week.  Pat's oldest son, Pat, came 
up from Deland, FL, and visited over Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Following Christmas the weather cooled.  
You would have thought the younger Pat was in Alaska.  
He's like his father… neither of them like cold weather.  
The O'Briens expect to travel north to Evansville in 
February with a short stop in Nashville to take in a 

Nashville Predator Hockey Game.  Libby and Pat have 
really gotten into ice hockey, and this will be their second 
NHL game.  They continue to be season ticket holders of 
the Pensacola Ice Flyers of the Southern Professional 
Hockey League.   
      Ed Straten has decided to retire in March.  Patti 
reports she is making a very long “honey-do” list.  But 
before that, they are planning a Panama Canal Cruise to 
celebrate. 
Ed and Patti were given a fabulous tour of Florida State 
University by their granddaughter, Caitria DeLucchi, who 
is in her sophomore year.   She is a Psychology major 
and has excellent knowledge of the university history, 
buildings and student lore.  Here is a great picture of Ed 
and Caitria.    
 

 
     
   The Fraziers, Arthur, Rose and Tim had a very busy 
fall.  Between football season and marching band 
activities, senior activities and Santa/Mrs. Claus 
activities starting the day after Thanksgiving, they spent 
the weekend of Christmas resting!  They ate 
Thanksgiving dinner at Ryan's Steakhouse with friends, 
and Christmas day with friends.  Tim has completed his 
first half of his senior year with all A's and is working on 
his application to Florida Institute of Technology.  He has 
also been invited back for the second Congress for 
Future Science and Technology Leaders in Boston this 
summer. Arthur and Rose are heading out of New 
Orleans, on the Norwegian Dawn, the end of January 
with a group of seniors from their church.  March brings 
the annual Band trip, this time to DC and NYC and Rose 
is planning to go with Tim. An 18 hour bus ride is 
impossible for Arthur to handle.  Rose's Mom turned 87 
in January and is still in fairly good health.  Rose is doing 
ok with her Fibro and RA, and Arthur's back is getting 
worse.  They try to keep busy to keep those joints 
working!! 
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   Young at heart John Shay (rapidly approaching his 82nd 
birthday) is NOT doing anything exciting....... just enjoying each 
DAY as another GIFT from GOD. 
   Nancy and Larry Warrenfeltz drove north over the 
Christmas holidays, visiting family in West Virginia, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania. The four Warrenfeltz 
brothers were thrilled to get together with their parents 
on December 26th. It doesn’t happen very often! Nancy 
and Larry ended the trip in Annapolis, where they had 
great seats for the Military Bowl. They enjoyed watching 
the best Navy football team in over 50 years as they 
beat Pitt to cap their season with a school-record 11th 
win. The USNA ’75 class officers held a meeting the next 
day at the Annapolis Fleet Reserve Association, after 
which Nancy and Larry hit the road back to Florida. 
When the calendar turned to the New Year, Larry turned 
to his fast pitch softball umpiring passion. He spent the 
month of January training umpires in Gainesville as well 
as Pensacola for the 2016 high school season. 
 

 
Pensacola Chapter donated $150.00 to Wounded Warriors. 

      Submitted by Ed Straten, Pensacola Sec/Treas. 
 

 
    SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 
 
Pres.:  LT Todd McDonald  
1st V.P.: AGCS Steve Turco 
2nd V.P.:  AGC Bob Johnson 
Sec/Treas:  AGCS Frank Andrews 

 
 
 

 
        
  
The Naval Weather Service Association Southeast 
Chapter held its Annual Christmas Party and Winter 
Meeting on the 17th of December at the home of their 
President, LT Todd and Cheryl McDonald in Orange 
Park. Attending the event was LCDR Eric and Loretta 
Gedult Von Jungenfeld, AGC Salvatore and Susan 
Magaddino, 2nd VP AGC Bob and Charline Johnson, 
Sec/Trea AGCS Frank and Jane Andrews, LT Fred 
and Lina Bergman, and special guest Mr and Mrs 
Bob Johnson (house guest of the McDonalds). AGCS 
Steve Turco only officer not present but he was on duty 
at the weather office. Somebody has to keep a watch on 
us. 
     We had a great POT LUCK dinner with many special 
treats. Our photos were taken by Timothy McGowens, 
high school student at Peterson High School on the year 
book staff building his experience. 
   Todd passed out the NWSA Challenge Coins to 
members that purchased them at the Fall Meeting. Todd 
still has some coins left because he purchased extras 
just in case.  Contact him for coins while they last. 
    We had a discussion on losing our membership. 
Noting that more than 20 stated that they couldn't attend 
due to health and a few of them were still working. We 
need to attempt to make contact with as many weather 
types and get  them involved. There is many in the area, 
but they don't get involved. 
   We discussed the 2016 Reunion being held at THE 
VILLAGES, about 2 hours southwest of Jacksonville 
near Ocala. We are hoping that we will have a large 
turnout for the event. It is being held starting 1st of May - 
6th of May 2016. Contact person for the Reunion is CDR 
JERRY STRUCK, 352-753-6034. If anyone need any 
information, they can contact the NWSA SE Chapter. 
   We presented a report on our Petty Cash Fund. We 
had submitted a one page Ad for the 2015 Reunion at a 
cost of $80. We had only $30 in Petty Cash at that time 
and rest was covered by member of Chapter. We raised 
$63 on the 50/50 with $31 being awarded to Charline 
Johnson. She has won the 50/50 the past two years and 
has donated it back to the Petty Cash Fund again. We 
thank Charline for the donation again. 
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   We elected to purchase Ad in the 2016 Reunion book 
for $80. We will request the Sec/Trea to cut a check for 
that amount when we get the Ad page ready to be sent 
to CDR STRUCK. 
   One of the last things we did was hold the White 
Elephant drawings and then the door prize (door prize 
was donated by Charline Johnson). It was a Quartz 
Heater with remote control. Our host (Cheryl) for the 
evening won the heater and said that it will come in 
handy under her desk during the cold days at work. 
   We then had photos take of the group to be sent to 
each member and to the Aerograph. We closed out 
meeting at 9 p.m. 

   Submitted by AGC Bob Johnson, 2nd VP 
  

 
 

CWO4 James "Jim" Cotant, Jr., USN RET 
Passed December 13, 2015 at Age 69 

 
Jim had been ill for several years and finally succumbed to 
cancer. Jim was 69 years old and resided in Peru, IN. He is 
survived by his wife Linda, a son, Kevin and 2 wonderful 
grandchildren. A service, for Jim, was held on Saturday 19 
December 2015 at the Church of the Nazarene, 331 West 6th 
St, Peru, IN. 

Submitted by Joyce Centers 
                         

xAG3 Jane Evelyn Smith 
Berube, USN REL 

October 31, 1927 to November 8, 2015 

 Jane Evelyn Smith Berube, age 88 
passed away peacefully on November 8, 
2015 at Covenant Hospice in Pensacola, 

FL. She was born October 31, 1927 in West Chester, PA the 
second oldest of five children.    
   After graduating from Kennett Consolidated School in 1945, 
she was employed with Dupont before joining the Navy in 
1950. She was the only female in her Naval class to pass the 
AG3 exam. In 1952, while stationed in Pensacola she met and 
married Roland Berube and made Pensacola her home.     
   Jane enjoyed gardening, being around children and always 
loved a new adventure. Her resilience and strength will never 
be forgotten.  
   Jane was preceded in death by her father, Leedom Smith, 
Sr. and mother Clara Sharp Smith. She leaves behind her 
husband of 63 years, Roland Berube; four sons, Mark Berube 
(Gail) of Monroe, GA, Mike Berube (Faye) of Pensacola, FL, 
Eric Berube (Sandra) of Pearidge, FL, and Randy Berube of 
Helena, AL; two daughters, Laura King (Joe) of Pensacola, FL, 
and Andrea Caprara (John) of Birmingham, AL; 8 
grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren, her siblings Leedom 

Smith, Anne Thompson, Louise Walker, Robert Smith and their 
extended families 
   Services were held at Faith Chapel on Thursday November 
12th, 2015 with burial at Barrancas National Cemetery. 
   Express your condolences in our guestbook at pnj.com/obits.  

Submitted by AGCS John "Stroade" Shay, Sr., USN RET 

     
   AG2 Albert L. Herron, USN 

RET 
February 9, 1929 to October 12, 2015 

 
Albert Lee Herron, 86 of Mandeville, LA 
died on Monday, October 12, 2015, at 
Lakeview Regional Medical Center in 

Covington, LA. Born, Saturday, February 09, 1929 in Metairie, 
LA to Arthur Lee Herron and Catherine Herron. 
    Survived by his Daughters - Carol Marie Herron, Mell Rose 
Fowler (Richard) of Washington, Sheila Herron Boe (Richard), 
and Major Jennifer F. Herron, U.S.A.F., and Grandson - 
Wesley Boe.   
   He was predeceased by his Wife - Dolores C. Messmer 
Herron, Parents, Brother – Henry Earl Herron, and Grandson - 
Randall Boe. 
   Albert was a Navy Veteran having served 22 years as a 
Meteorologist. He was one of the founding members of the 
Knights of Columbus Council 9240 at Our Lady of the Lake 
Catholic Church in Mandeville and their first Grand Knight. He 
was also a founding member of the Deacon James Seghers 
Assembly 2467 and their first Faithful Navigator. In past years 
Albert was a volunteer for several community organizations 
including the 
Samaritan Center. He was a Police Reservist in Mandeville for 
8 years. He was also a member of the V.F.W. Post 8720, Fleet 
Reserve Association, Retired Enlisted Association, and 
National Association of Uniformed Service. 
   There was a Mass on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at Our 
Lady of the Lake Catholic Church, 312 Lafitte Street 
Mandeville, LA 70448 with interment in Mandeville Cemetery, 
Mandeville, LA. 
   In Lieu of flowers donation may be made to either the 
Alzheimer's Association Louisiana, 3445 N. Causeway Blvd, 
Suite 902, Metairie, LA 70002 (www.alz.org/louisiana) or to the 
American Heart Association, 7272 Greenville Ave., Dallas, TX 
75231 (www.heart.org/HEARTORG/Giving/Giving). 
Share a memory on the tribute wall at ejfieldingfh.com. 

.Submitted by Bob Johnson, SE Chapt. 2nd V.P.. 
 

Beverly Costa 
Passed January 23, 2016 

Wife of xAG1 Robert Costa, USN REL 
 

I must sadly inform you of the passing of our dear friend 
Beverly Costa, Wife of Shipmate Bob Costa.. She had been 
fighting Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma for many years. We never 
heard Bev complain and she lived her life fruitfully, with great 
humor, the passion and empathy for others.. in spite of the 
illness.  Last week she was overcome with terrible pain and 
was rushed to the hospital. Bev passed away Saturday, 23 
January. Bob and children were by her side. 

   Submitted by Jim Romano, POTCHAP, Sec’y 
 Complete obituary will appear in May Aerograph…Editor   
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   Articles 
 
Medals for WWII meteorologists lost at sea 

 By Michael E. Ruane  
The Washington Post 

Published: November 19, 2015 

 
USS Muskeget 

 
The U-boat first spotted the Muskeget's masts emerging from 
a rain squall in the distance, and despite a heavy ocean swell 
it moved in to attack. 
   It was 2:54 on the afternoon of Sept. 9, 1942 in the 
submarine-infested waters of the North Atlantic. The German 
sub, U-755, was part of a large wolfpack, and the U.S. Coast 
Guard's aged weather ship was a choice target. 
   Among the 121 men on board were four civilian 
meteorologists from the U.S. Weather Bureau who were 
transmitting crucial weather reports amid World War II's Battle 
of the Atlantic. 
   On Thursday, 73 years after U-755 stalked the American 
ship, the four men are scheduled to become the first National 
Weather Service employees to get the Purple Heart for 
service in the line of duty. 
   They had been eligible for the medal, which during World 
War II could be given to civilians killed in battle, according to 
Capt. Jeremy Adams, of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, which oversees the weather 
service. 
    But they had never been put in for it. 
   That recently discovered lapse, along with the U-boat's grim 
account of the sinking, cleared the way for the medals, 
officials said. 
   Lester S. Fodor, 27, a weather observer from Cleveland, 
Luther Brady, 27, an assistant weather observer from Atlanta, 
George Kubach, 24, an assistant weather observer from 
Sandusky, Ohio, and Edward Weber, 24, a junior weather 
observer from Brooklyn, will be awarded the medals 
posthumously. 

 
   The ceremony is scheduled for 11 a.m. at the Naval 
Heritage Center auditorium at the U.S. Navy Memorial in 
Washington. Families of some of the men are expected to 
attend. 
   The four, all volunteers, perished when U-755 hit the 
Muskeget with two torpedoes about 400 miles northeast of 
Newfoundland. 
   The sub heard the explosions, then the sounds of the 
Muskeget's boilers and bulkheads bursting. Kapitänleutnant 
Walter Göing, the 28-year-old U-boat captain on his first 
patrol, brought his new sub to the surface. He spotted 
survivors in the water and in a life raft, according to the log he 
kept. 
   There was little wreckage, he recorded, and he left the area. 
   But several hours later he came back, probably to try to 
learn the name and type of the ship. There was now a huge oil 
slick. 
   There were also two life rafts tied together, holding eight 
men. They began shouting, but all Göing could hear was that 
they were from an American ship named Muskogee, or 
Mukited, or something like that. 
   He took note of the probable tonnage of the vessel, and 
departed for his patrolling station. 
   A few days later, when another U.S. weather ship reached 
the area, there was no trace of the Muskeget. 
  No bodies were ever recovered and the wreck was never 
found.    It was the only weather ship lost during the war, 
officials said. 
 
According to records supplied by NOAA, the families were told 
that they would be notified promptly if anything new turned up. 
   Agonizing months passed. 
   On Oct. 12, 1943, Margaret Fredenberg, of Athens, 
Pennsylvania, wrote to the Navy personnel office in 
Washington. George Kubach, a tall, bespectacled man who 
had flunked a Navy eye test, was her fiance. 
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   "Can you tell me any information regarding the whereabouts 
of the officers or compliment of the . . . 'Muskeget'?" she 
wrote. 
   Her letter was passed to Reichelderfer, of the Weather 
Bureau. He informed her that Kubach had been declared dead 
a month earlier. 
   She wrote back, pleading to know what had happened: 
   "Certainly a boat couldn't just disappear without leaving 
some clue. . . . Our country can't afford to have morale broken 
down by conditions of this sort. Can't someone do 
something?" 
   Reichelderfer replied. "Nothing further has been learned," he 
wrote. "The long time that has elapsed makes it extremely 
doubtful that any account of what happened will ever be 
known." 

 
About three years ago, Robert Pendleton, 76, a retired 
cartographer and private historian who specializes in Purple 
Heart research for the Coast Guard, was trying to see how 
many people on the Muskeget received the medal. 
   As he worked, he realized that while the rest of the ship's 
military crew had, the four weathermen had not, he said in a 
telephone interview last week from his home in Ocala, Fla. 
   "There were a lot of oversights like that," he said. "They just 
went through the cracks." 
   Pendleton said he learned through research that the 
Muskeget had been attacked by U-755, and got the 
submarine's log from the National Archives, which has a trove 
of U-boat documents. 
   He alerted the Coast Guard's Atlantic-area historian, William 
Thiesen, who told officials at NOAA. 
   It was quickly determined that the four men deserved Purple 
Hearts, said James P. Delgado, director of maritime heritage 
at NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries. 
   "It was the right thing to do," he said. 
   Genealogists at NOAA and the Coast Guard began 
researching the four men and trying to track down their 
families. Relatives of three of the four were located, he said. 
The family of Luther H. Brady, who reportedly had studied at 
Emory University and the University of Georgia, could not be 
found. 
   "As somebody who has worked with history and who has 
worked with wrecks, you read about it, and it's a name on a 
piece of microfilm, or an old faded news clipping," Delgado 
said in an interview this month. "It's a statistic." 
    The Battle of the Atlantic, in which Nazi naval and air forces 
tried to shut down the flow of troops, goods and equipment 
crossing to Europe, claimed 102,000 lives and was the longest 
continuous battle of the war, he said. 
   Three thousand merchant ships were lost, along with 175 
warships and 783 U-boats, he said. 
   For the fathers, mothers, and siblings of the men, the 
numbers were painfully real. "While this was 73 years ago, the 
impact of that loss is still there for those families," Delgado 
said. 
 
On the afternoon of Aug. 24, 1942, the Muskeget sailed from 
Boston for Weather Station No. 2, a spot off the southern tip of 
Greenland marked only by latitude and longitude. 
   The ship sent back its first weather report four days later, 
and reached the station on Aug. 31. 
   The Muskeget, built in Baltimore in 1923 as the Cornish, 
was slow and obsolete. It had one screw, one stack, and a top 

speed of 11 knots. The Navy acquired the ship in 1941, 
renamed it and turned it over to the Coast Guard in 1942. 
   It was armed with two heavy deck guns, four lighter guns, 
depth charges and other anti-submarine weapons called 
"mousetraps" that could destroy a careless U-boat. 
   Its job was solitary. The weathermen sent up balloons, 
checked the pressure, humidity, wind and temperature, and 
sent the data back for the use of Allied convoys and aircraft. 
   And they did so in extremely hazardous waters. 
   "The area between Halifax, Nova Scotia, Cape Race, 
Newfoundland, and Iceland was a seething and continuous 
mass movement of convoys and enemy submarines," a Coast 
Guard officer, Lt. Cmdr. J.R. Hinnant, wrote after the 
Muskeget was lost. 
   "As a general rule [there were] two or more convoys and 
shadowing enemy submarines found operating within the area 
of Weather Station No. 2 daily," he wrote. 
   On Sept. 9 the Muskeget sent back its last weather report 
and awaited the arrival of its relief ship, the Coast Guard cutter 
Monomoy. 
   Two days later, the Monomoy reported that it couldn't 
contact the Muskeget. Two days after that, the Monomoy 
reached Weather Station No. 2, where there was no sign of 
the Muskeget. 
   All ships and planes in the area were ordered to look for the 
missing ship, but the search was unsuccessful. 

Submitted by xAG WAVE Bertha Taylor 
    
[Editor…Following paragraph is from Some Meteorological Aspects of 

the D-Day Invasion of Europe 6 June 1944 
Proceedings of a Symposium 19 May 1984  

Sponsored by CA American Meteorological Society Chapts. and 
Published by AMS 

From chapter: “Forecasts Leading to the Postponement of D-Day” by 
Robert C. Bundgaard, Page 14] 

 
“In many respects, as far as weather was concerned, World War II 
warfare support was rather agonistic, being carried out and fought 
according to special game rules. This was especially true in the 
weather field, because of the past international character of 
meteorology. For example, almost daily, the Luftwaffe weather 
reconnaissance out of Brest  and the R.A.F Lancasters out of St. 
Mawgen, in Lands End, would meet over the water and rendezvous in 
the Biscay area, saluting one another with wing dips. And those allied 
planes maintaining surveillance over the two German weather subs 
{about 300 miles west of Ireland and Scotland] were carefully 
instructed, I was told, not to bomb them. Due to an error, however, 
one did. And, the next day or so thereafter, in retaliation, one of the 
allied weather ships was torpedoed and sunk by the Germans.” 

 
Japan of Yesteryear 

By CAPT R. Claude “Frenchy” Corbeille, USN RET  
(Final Part of 2) 

 
   Early in 1956, when I was leader of a watch section, Bill 
Averitte reported for duty and was assigned to my watch 
section.  Bill was a Texan – a no-nonsense man with a good 
work ethic, and, in spite of my Yankee beginnings, we became 
fast friends and remained so over the ensuing years.  Our work 
section was number one in error-free observations, largely 
because of Bill’s and my continuous striving for first place in 
everything in which we were involved.  We took first place in 
the intra-mural bowling league and Bill won trophies for high 
game, high series, high average, and most improved bowler.  
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As spring morphed into summer, Bill and I crewed on a sailing 
yacht.  The yacht belonged to the Naval Station Special 
Services Department.  The coxswain and best yachtsman 
around was a sailor at Fleet Weather Central, so it was pretty 
easy to become a crewman with our own guy as the coxswain.  
The sailing yacht was called a yawl by those who were 
knowledgeable, 36 feet in length and about that tall.  I recall 
her name as Kaza Hai, meaning good wind, and the story 
behind it was that she had belonged to the Japanese Navy.  
Some rumors had it that she was owned by a Japanese 
admiral. When the war ended, the U.S. Navy took over the 
formerly Japanese Naval installation and everything on it, 
including Kaza Hai, along with a 100-foot motor launch which 
had her name changed to Miss FAY – acronym for Fleet 
Activities Yokosuka.  There were various Army and Air Force 
installations around Tokyo Bay and sailing vessels were 
common.  The competitive nature of U. S. forces required that 
there be sailboat races and Kaza Hai was always the first 
vessel across the finish line.  That sounds good, but some kind 
of handicapping system kept us from ever being declared the 
winner, in spite of our being first to finish.   
   As summer wound down and hunting season once again 
approached, I procured a hunting license.  I also convinced a 
shipmate that he should get one, and as soon as the October 
opening arrived, we were on a train bound for Ito.  We boarded 
the bus for Ipeikiko and soon settled into our hotel room.  This 
might be a good place to mention that Japanese hotels were 
an experience all their own.  There were no beds, and the only 
furnishing was a low table, perhaps a foot high.  Shoes were 
left at the main entry and house slippers were worn throughout 
the hotel’s interior. Meals were taken while sitting on the floor, 
a position to which not many Americans are accustomed. 
There was no menu from which to select food items.  The 
evening meal was the same for all occupants and after dinner 
a chambermaid shuffled in, slid open the doors of a wall 
cupboard, and pulled out the beds.  They were called futon (no 
plural form in the Japanese language), and consisted of a thick 
pad covered by a sheet and a second really comfy and warm 
top cover.  There was no central heating system and the only 
room heat was provided by a charcoal burning pot – hibachi.  If 
it was really cold, guests were provided with covers to trap the 
heat of the hibachi and warm ones bottom half.  Sweaters or 
jackets were worn to keep the upper part warm.  On a cold 
morning, there was a strong temptation to remain in bed 
because that was so nice and warm.  The chambermaids 
seemed to be able to sense our stirring because we were 
barely finished dressing, still shivering, when the door slid open 
and a beaming and smiling pretty young lady entered with a 
pot of hot tea and a tray of cups.  In short order, the tea was 
served and while we warmed our insides, the beds were 
stuffed back in the wall closet.  Soon after that, breakfast was 
served, consisting of many items few would ever consider 
breakfast food.  A bowl of rice, some watery soup, dried 
minnows, a small slice of pork – those kinds of things.  If one 
needed bacon and eggs, he needed to visit a Western Style 
hotel, and there were none of those in Ipeikiko.  The man with 

me, Schumann, was also an AG2 and along with me, had 
recently learned that he was selected for advancement to AG1 
on 16 November.  Naturally, both of us were on cloud nine and 
perceived ourselves as capable of dealing with anything.  Not 
many sailors were advanced to pay grade E-6 in less than four 
years, so our good spirits were understandable. We had both 
been in Japan for more than a year and each of us had grown 
accustomed to accepting whatever came our way, no matter 
what it looked like on the breakfast or dinner table. 
   After breakfast we conversed with the elderly proprietor and 
gleaned from his ramblings that we could expect to find many 
ducks on the far side of the lake.  Something got lost in 
translation because I understood that we had to walk around 
the lake, hide ourselves in the tall grass near a reed filled cove, 
and wait for flights of ducks to come into the reeds to spend 
the day.  We made the shoreline trek, a half mile or more, and 
came to the small bay that was filled with reeds.   We silently 
secreted ourselves near the shore and waited – and waited – 
and waited.  We occasionally looked at one another and 
shrugged, but remained in place.  The sun was well above the 
horizon when a pair of ducks appeared, winging their way 
toward the reedy little cove.  As they settled into the reeds, 
Schumann, who was closer to them that I was, fired.  I never 
knew if he hit one or not, but when he fired, the little cove 
literally erupted.  There must have been 100 mallards taking 
their rest in the reeds and they all got airborne at once.  We 
fired until our guns were empty and ducks fell like rain drops.  
When all was quiet, we stepped into the lake, wearing hip 
waders, and quickly discovered that we would not be able to 
walk out to where the ducks lay.  The water got too deep after 
only a few steps.  I had seen some small boats moored over by 
the golf course and we thought the best option available was to 
rent a boat.  We walked back around the lake, past the village, 
and eventually arrived at the boat concession.  The cost for 
the use of a row boat for a few hours was minimal and we took 
turns rowing the mile or so over to where our ducks lay.  By 
noon we were back at our hotel, bequeathing our take on the 
hotel proprietor.  We had lunch at a restaurant and then hunted 
pheasants the remainder of the day.  After a second night of 
lodging, we returned to the Naval Station, getting back in time 
for the noon meal. 
   Schumann and I talked a lot about our adventure and soon 
there were two chief petty officers who became interested in a 
hunting adventure.  They were in Japan with their families and 
had automobiles, so a decision was made that we would drive 
to Ipeikiko, four of us, and spend a weekend hunting.  The two 
chiefs were day workers rather than watch standers so we 
geared our hunt to a weekend, leaving on a Friday, after work.  
We missed or miss-read too many road signs because we 
never got to Ipeikiko Friday evening.  Instead we slept in a 
farmer’s living quarters, in what appeared to be his main room, 
and froze.  There were no nice warm futon and we did not 
bring sleeping bags, so we just huddled up, wearing every item 
of apparel we had brought, and shivered our way through the 
night.  With the dawn, we thanked our farmer host, tried 
without success to reimburse him, and continued on our 
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search for Ipeikiko.  We eventually arrived, early enough to get 
in half a day of hunting, and then headed back home.  The 
chiefs, living in houses rather than in a barracks, had the 
wherewithal to process the contents of our game bags so they 
went home with all the pheasants and the one duck and one 
bamboo partridge.  That was my last hunting expedition in 
Japan.   
  A few days after I was promoted to AG1, FWC Yokosuka 
received a request for volunteers to bring NAS Iwakuni up to 
strength.  They were seeking an AG1 and one AG2.  Averitte 
and I were on what turned out to be our last mid-watch in 
Yokosuka when we agreed that we were due for a change of 
scenery.  We performed the necessary paper work and were 
soon on our way to NAS Atsugi, about 35 miles northwest of 
Yokosuka, where we boarded a Navy R4D-8 transport, bound 
for NAS Iwakuni.  That was a good move, providing not only 
new scenery but new job opportunities.  I was working as a 
flight weather forecaster and enjoyed immensely the 
opportunity to provide hands-on support to the aviators.  
Iwakuni the town was smaller than Yokosuka, with no souvenir 
alley.  It did have the prominently displayed placards with the 
big red A on all the bars and night clubs, but across the 
Iwakuni River, in West Iwakuni, 
  There was a totally different world, with no placards on 
display and few neon lights.  Life there was tranquil, 
inexpensive, and enjoyable.  It was where I spent much of my 
free time, prowling around the little shops and relaxing in 
coffee houses.   Yes, there were coffee shops, where rich 
black coffee was served in small cups, not much larger than a 
demitasse mug.  The Japanese patrons who took coffee 
instead of tea were few, and those who did so laced it liberally 
with sugar.  Putting sugar in their tea would have been 
sacrilegious, but the coffee must have resembled syrup when 
they finished spooning in the sugar.  Strangely, I never 
encountered any other Americans in the coffee shops, other 
than a fellow I took with me once in a while.  With classical 
music playing softly over a hidden sound system, they were a 
nice place to unwind and contemplate the events of a day. 

   There were three bridges over the Iwakuni River that took 
one from Iwakuni to Nishii Iwakuni, or West Iwakuni.  Two of 
them were suitable for wheeled vehicles but the middle one 
accommodated only foot traffic.  It is named Kentai Hashi and 
consists of a series of arched spans.  Each span ends in a 
valley where the next arch starts, kind of like a Roman bridge 
where the bridge deck follows the same contours as its 
underpinnings.  It is of wooden construction, except for the 
piers, which are mortared stone..  It is red, very Japanese 
looking, and well known throughout Japan. I have often seen it 
pictured on calendars. Crossing the Iwakuni River on the 
Kentai Hashi (hashi means bridge – I have no idea what Kentai 
means) was enough of an experience to make the visit to 
Iwakuni worthwhile and was something of a pilgrimage 
completion for Japanese travelers.  It was not a comfortable 
stroll so most of those seen walking over it were visitors.  
Walking across the Kentai Hashi was something everyone had 
to do once, but no one had to do twice. 
   In about March of 1957, while bicycling across the southern-
most bridge, I saw a lot of people down by the river.  Driven by 
curiosity, I walked my bike down the river bank to see what 
was going on.  I am glad I did so.  People were catching tiny 
little silvery looking fish, four to five inches in length, using 
small hand nets.  There were family groups and they had a fire 
going with a kettle of water on it.  The live fish were put in the 

cold water along with some bean cakes, similar to the stuff now 
sold as tofu.  As the water got warmer, the fish sought the cool 
interior of the bean cakes and tunneled their way inside.  After 
the water had boiled for a few minutes, the kettle was placed in 
the sand to cool.  Eventually, the family members, using 
chopsticks, plucked the bean cakes from the caldron and ate 
them, fish included.  Some bean cakes had more than one fish 
inside and some fish never made it to the interior of a bean 
cake before succumbing to the hot water.  I never was fond of 
bean cakes, even when flavored by a silver fish, so I politely 
declined the opportunity to try one.  I often wish I had at least 
given it a taste test and since that time I rarely pass on any 
new food presented to me for trial.  Filipino balutes (sp?) were 
one of the rare items I have passed on and will do so again, if 
need be. 
  It was a little less than twelve years since an atomic bomb 
had been dropped on Hiroshima.  I did not really want to visit 
the place and certainly was not drawn to it by some inward 
pulling force, but, being only about 30 miles away, it seemed 
like something I ought to do.  I rode a train to Hiroshima and 
had my first-hand look at ground zero.  I was greeted by many 
cold stares, some hostile looks, and avoided being spat upon 
only by some quick side-stepping. My cordial greetings were 
answered only by blank stares – even in the bar near the train 
station where I decided to have a beer while awaiting the train 
to Iwakuni.  I never considered getting a shave there and was 
really relieved when the train left the station.  I never went 
back to Hiroshima.  Recent photos depict a Hiroshima that 
bears no resemblance to the one I saw. 
  My mother put in a request for a coffee set consisting of 
small plates, cups and saucers, preferably in a service for 
eight, and if that were not possible, as service for six.  I knew 
right where to go and on my trusty iron steed, pedaled over to 
Nishii Iwakuni to the district where little shops abounded.  In 
no time at all I was in a small store with lots of dishes, many of 
which were members of a tea or coffee set.  There were many 
very colorful ones and I knew I would have no problem finding 
what I was after.  Locating sets of a color that appealed to me 
was easy; locating sets comprised of a number of cups and 
plates other than five proved impossible.  Every set was a 
service for five.  Calling upon all of my linguistic skills, I 
queried the clerk concerning the availability of a service for 
six, or eight.  I was advised that there are none.  There was no 
equivocation, no explanation, just a flat statement that all of 
the sets are a service for five.  When I asked why that was, in 
her irrefutable Japanese logic the clerk told me it was because 
five is a good number.  To this day, my signature woodworking 
project is a pentagon box of my own design, which I give to 
special people in my life “because five is a good number.” 
   With that I will close out this narrative, hoping I have brought 
back fond memories in those readers who have visited the 
Japan of yesteryear.  If you did not see it, you never will.  It is 
gone – overtaken by modernization and industrialization.  A 
way of life has been forever altered and will never go back to 
where it was.  If you did not see the bank teller count out ten 
thousand yen in a blur of bills and finish with a loud pop, you 
missed out.  They use machines to dole out the bills 
nowadays.  There may be more of the old ways still in 
existence than I realize, because I have not been back since 
1974; if so, I would herald that as good news indeed.  One 
thing I do know is that the graciousness and certain pure 
honesty of the people are still very much in evidence and I 
would be most pleased to make a return visit to any part of 
that island nation. 
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REUNION #42 – THE VILLAGES, FL 
1st to 6th May, 2016 

 
The Villages is located 20 miles south of Ocala or 55 miles from Orlando. The hotel is the 
Marriott’s TownePlace Suites: 
 http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/leets-towneplace-suites-the-villages/ 
    
   Besides the usual amenities of a hospitality room and banquet, a golf tournament and 
free breakfasts will be offered at Reunion #42. Due to all the potential activities and 
attractions at or near The Villages, there will be no official tours. 
 

Recommended Side Trip: 
(See Page 22) 

Grand Oaks Carriage Museum 
http://www.navalweather.org/images/Carriage_Museum.pdf 

Submitted by Bill Bowers, NWSA Pres. 
Driving an RV to the 42nd Reunion? 

I recommend Recreation Plantation, 609 Hwy 466, Lady Lake, FL 32159. Phone: (352) 
753-1222 It is located within a 5-10 minute drive of the Marriott.  

Submitted by Jerry Struck 
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