
 

 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Time to plan on attending the reunion in Pensacola!! By 
all reports this is going to be one for all ages.  Sign up 
soon so the reunion committee can know how many will 
be attending.  All of the information and forms are on the 
website and in the Aerograph.    This is one reunion you 
don’t want to miss!!! 

 
Our scholarship program continues to thrive under the 
operation of the AMS. This year I have asked Lloyd 
Corbett to represent the Association at the AMS 
Conference in Atlanta.  Lloyd will have a chance to 
participate in the awards presentation and luncheon and 
will meet with at least one of our awardees.  Look for 
some pictures in the May Aerograph. 
 

I find that my term as President is flying by too quickly.  I 
have been slowed a bit by some health issues, but I still 
have some items I hope to make progress with during 
the remainder of my term. 
 
In Pensacola we will vote on the final adoption of a 

change to our Constitution and By Laws (C&BL).  I 

mention this because this process takes three years to 

complete.  In my view that is ludicrous.  To be a 

successful organization, leadership must be more nimble 

in making improvements that serve all.   

The C & BL needs a more significant overhaul.  Most 

importantly, I want to call attention to two serious issues 

that are impeding the success of the Association.  

 Every member in good standing is entitled to vote on 

matters put in front of the general membership.  In 

practice the vast majority of members have been 

denied this right to vote because they are unable to 

attend the annual reunion.  I feel strongly that this is 

wrong and must change.  It will require some 

additional agenda planning and a means for votes to  

 

be cast by mail or electronically.  This is very feasible to 

implement and in my view critical to increasing 

participation from our membership. 

 

I realize these items may be hot buttons for some of our 
old guard membership who has invested greatly in the 
Association since its inception.  I hope we can all 
consider these issues and others as a chance to make a 
positive change in the NWSA. I hope to bring these 
issues to the Ad hoc advisory committee in early 
February for preliminary discussion and the Executive 
council before the end of February. 
 

Look for more information in the next Aerograph and on 

the Website.  Finally, I want to encourage all of our 

members to give me and the Board comments on the 

items I have highlighted and any others you may have 

concerns with.   Please send your comments to: NWSA-

CBL-Change@navalweather.org  or by snail mail to the 

NWSA Sec/Treas.  

SEE YOU IN PENSACOLA!!!!!! 

 

Mike Gilroy 
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be able to work around that.  I will be talking to two of our 
members that said they could handle that duty for 
serve the NWSA in that capacity. He is not sure about 
bulk mailing of the printed issues, but we will 
Aerograph information to him instead of Charlie. 

We also need to replace Mike Gilroy as chair of the 
scholarship committee.  I have been in touch with a 
couple members to fill that position, but will gladly accept 
any volunteers that might want to apply.  The primary 
concern of the scholarship chair will be to ensure the 
AMS issues scholarships according to our agreement 
with them, and to find ways to raise money for the 
scholarship fund. 

I hope this will be an exciting year for the Association in 
reaching out to our members and to those we have not 
heard from for a few years. We will be looking at a three-
fold plan to reach our objectives: 

1) Improve Association Outreach and 
Communications 

2) Increase first time attendees at NWSA 
Functions 
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Beginning November 2013, the updated Bellinger List will 

be only widely distributed via email and to members on 

the website: www.navalweather.org. If you need a printed 

copy snail-mailed, please contact Mike Gilroy and one will 

be immediately provided. Contact info: (425) 418-8164 or 

mjgrota@gmail.com. This will save the NWSA roughly 

$500 a year in printing costs. 

 

Attention on Deck! 

Now is a good time to begin receiving your Aerograph by 

email or downloading it from www.navalweather.org 

    We are committed to serve our membership in the best 

manner and want to reassure anyone who prefers a 

printed copy that they will continue to receive one in the 

mail. It is important that we hear from you if we are to be 

able to provide the most effective service. 

   There are three ways to receive your Aerograph: 

1. Via:  email (quicker and in color) 

2. Via : regular  USPS mail (slower and in black and 

white dues to costs) 

3. 3.Via:  the website (always available, avoids large 

email files, color) 

Currently we mail over 339 print copies per edition! This 

takes considerable effort produce and cost to the 

association. Please help us by updating your preference 

by emailing (Aerographpreference@navalweather.org) or 

by sending the Secretary-Treasurer a card or letter 

confirming you wish to continue receive a printed copy in 

the mail(now or when you renew your membership). See 

form on last page.  

Thanks from your Aerograph TEAM! 

 

 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
HAPPY 2014!! I hope everyone had a joyous holiday 
and ready for the New Year.  If you are one of those who 
make New Year resolutions, I hope one of those 
resolutions was to attend more NWSA reunions, starting 
with the 40th in Pensacola!  The Pensacola Chapter is 
working very hard to make this “40th”one to remember.  

We have planned lots of fun things to do plus you’ll have 
plenty of time for “Sea Stories” in the hospitality room. 
 
NWSA has a membership of 512 and of those 376 are 
life members.  The newest life members are CAPT 
Marshall Waters, III USNR RET, LT John Carobine, USN 
RET and LCDR William North, III USN RET.  Welcome 
Aboard gentlemen!  We hope you’ll join us in Pensacola. 
 
Members receiving the Aerograph via e-mail continue to 
grow, we are now at 195.  Please continue to check your 
Aerograph to see when your membership expires.  I try 
to send out e-mails as a reminder but I sometimes forget 
or get busy until it’s time to send out another Aerograph.  
Your assistance in this matter would be greatly 
appreciated.  Hope to see you in Pensacola for the 
“40th”!   
    
PROPOSED CHANGE TO THE CONSTITUTION FOR 

TWO YEAR TERMS 
(To be voted on at Reunion #40) 

 

NWSA CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

(Revised 24 May 2001) 

 

ARTICLE V – OFFICERS 

 

Section 2.  Terms of Office.  (Current) 

The officers of the NWSA shall serve for a 

term of one year, except for the Secretary-

Treasurer who shall serve for a minimum 

term of two years.  Officers Elect will be 

installed at the annual banquet. 

 

      a. The outgoing Secretary/Treasurer will 

            continue in office until the close of the fiscal 

            year on 30 June. 
 

Section 2. Terms of Office  (Proposed Changes) 

The officers of the NWSA shall serve for a 

term of two years.  Only the President and 

Secretary/Treasurer will alternate years so 

there will be continuity in the organization.  

Officers Elect will be installed at the 

appropriate reunion banquet. 

 
a. No Change 

Currently the Secretary/Treasurer’s term expires 

in 2014 which would be the year the change to 

the Constitution would be affective, if approved.  

The President Elect for 2014 will serve a one-

http://www.navalweather.org/
mailto:mjgrota@gmail.com
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year term. The two year term for President will 

be affective in 2015 for the President Elect.  The 

Secretary/Treasurer elected in 2014 will serve a 

two year term, expiring in 2016, thereby having 

the election of the President and 

Secretary/Treasurer’s offices expire in alternate 

years. 
 

FINANCE STATEMENT 31 DECEMBER 2013 
 
Checkbook Balance     $9,650.72 
   Operating Funds       1,066.54 
   Scholarship Funds         285.00* 
   Life Membership Funds         8,299.18 
 
USAA CD’s                          $68,634.10 
   Scholarship Funds      36,927.11 
   Life Membership       31,706.99 
 
*A check was mailed to AMS on October 10

th
 2013 for 

$41,774.07.   
Submitted by Secretary/Treasurer Libby O’Brien 

 

EDITOR’S DESK 
  
The new NWSA-CBL-
Change@navalweather.org 
email address is now active and 
available to received your 
comments about the proposed 

changes to the NWSA Constitution regarding two year 
terms, Feel free to let President Gilroy and/or our 
Association officers know how you feel about this 
important change. 
   At Reunion #40 I would like to discuss the May 
issuance of the Aerograph—its issuance comes too late 
to be of value to those going to a reunion. How about 
having it only available on the Association’s website, or 
having Aerograph issuances on the first of March, July 
and November—three per year?    
   Google Analytics, which produces a plethora of 
statistics on our navalweather.org website, shows we’ve 
had over 3100 page views since the 25

st
 of December 

with over 550 new, unique visitors. Typically, the new 
visitor checks out 3-4 pages. The most visited webpages 
are necrology announcements, AG school class photos, 
and the Aerograph. Surprisingly, 46% of our visitors are 
female; 62% of our visitors are in the 16-34 age group; 
and only 6% of visitors are 65+ years of age. 
 
In a lighter vein: 

                          
First Visit to Port 

. 

The cut-off date will be Sunday 20 April 2014 for the 
May issue of The Aerograph 
E-Mail Gary at garycox@bresnan.net (This is a NEW  
Email address!) 
USPS Address: xAG2 Gary Cox USN REL 
                       1405 West 31

st
 St.  

                       Cheyenne, WY 82001-2435 
                       307 632-0656 (Please leave a message 
                       on the machine if we don’t answer. 
                       I’ll get back to you ASAP.)                        
 

 
ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 

President: LCDR Mike Gilroy, USN RET 
743 Dry Creek Dr, Chula Vista, CA 991914 
(425) 418-8164 mjgrota@gmail.com 
1st Vice President: AGCS Jim Maxwell, USN RET 
1029 Hidden Lakes Dr, Burleson, TX 76028-6057 
(817) 995-6105 maxwell.james@sbcglobal.net  
2nd Vice President: AGC Alan Davis, USN RET 
8431 Garnet Peak Ct. Las Vegas, NV 89117-9162 
(702) 838-7932 cqcqdx@cox.net 
Sec/Treas: Elizabeth O’Brien  
515 Ashley Road, Cantonment FL 32533-5610  
(850) 968-0552   NWSASecTreas@panhandle.rr.com 
Aerograph Editor: xAG2 Gary Cox, USN REL 
1405 W 31

st
 ST, Cheyenne WY 82001-2435  

(307) 632-0656 garycox@bresnan.net 
Webmaster: AGC Charles Casperson, USN RET, 
xAG2 Gary Cox, USN REL, 
webmaster@navalweather.org 
 

Association Committees: 
2014 Reunion Committee Chair:  
AGCM Pat O’Brien, USN RET 
515 Ashley Rd, Cantonment FL 32533-5610 
(850) 968-0552 pobrien@panhandle.rr.com 
Chaplain: CAPT Chuck Steinbruck, USN RET 
(757) 423-1496 captchuck@cox.net 
Finance: CAPT Chuck Steinbruck, USN RET  
6028 River Road, Norfolk VA 23505-4709  
(757) 423-1496 captchuck@cox.net 
AGCS James Maxwell, USN RET 
1029 Hidden Lakes Dr, Burleson TX.76028-6057 

mailto:NWSA-CBL-Change@navalweather.org
mailto:NWSA-CBL-Change@navalweather.org
mailto:garycox@bresnan.net
mailto:garycox@bresnan.net
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20Documents/Aerograph/2012-08%20Aerograph/webmaster@navalweather.org
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(817) 426-4881 maxwell.james@sbcglobal.net 
AGC Charles “Cap” Casperson, USN RET 
PO Box 1225, Inyokern CA 93527-1225 
(760) 377-3677 caspercap@gmail.com 
Historian: AGCM Harry Hale, USN RET 
PO Box 294, Odonnell, TX  79351-0294 
(806)  428-3435   haleodtx@poka.com   
Scholarship: To-Be-Announced 
Nominating: AGCM Tom Miovas USN RET 
(412) 487-3070 mooselittle@verizon.net  
Parliamentary: AGCM Moon Mullen, USN RET  
(805) 496-1348    agcmmoon@earthlink.com  
Master-At-Arms: AGCM Tom Miovas USN RET 
(412) 487-3070 mooselittle@verizon.net 

 
Executive Council 

Joe Mckinzie- Past President 
Bill Bowers- Past President 
Earl Kerr- Past President 
Tom Miovas- Past President 
Pat O’Brien- Past president 
Advisory Members: 
Jim Romano- Chapter President 
Frenchy Corbeille- Member 
Gary Cox- Aerograph Editor 
Cap Casperson –Webmaster 
Chuck Steinbruck- Finance Committee 
Alan Davis- 1st VP 
Jim Maxwell- President-Elect 

 
 

A MESSAGE TO THE MEMBERSHIP 
CONCERNING REUNION #41 

From J.E. Kerr, Reunion #41 Chairman 

 
We have been investigating where to hold the 2015 Reunion.   
Branson was discussed most recently during the Las Vegas 
reunion.  However, upon looking at the travel arrangements, it 
was decided during the July conference call to move the event 
to Nashville.   This was due to the both airline and surface 
travel costs.    Nashville has some 350 airline daily arrivals and 
most of the major US carriers stop there daily.   There are 3 
Interstate highways that converge at Nashville and the city is 
within 600 miles of 50% of the nation’s population.   A number 
of our members have previously driven to Nashville and are 
prepared to do so for our reunion. 
 
The local Visitor Center suggests that we have a mid-April 
event, as “Spring is lovely in Nashville”.   We will steer around 
 known major events and select dates based upon least costly 
 hotel arrangements.  We will be asking members to indicate 
which days of the week are either the best selection or should 
the cost of the hotel be the determining factor.   Another factor 
is the distance from the hotel to the events we are interested. It 
should be pointed out that the School Bus company that we 
have used before has a facility in Nashville. 
 
There are a great many things to do besides the Grand Ole 
Opry.  These include the County Music Hall of Fame, Andrew 
Jackson’s Hermitage, dinner of the General Jackson 

Showboat, a Dukes of Hazard place, and several Breweries.  

My “E” mail address is: k1937err@fidalgo.net and the post 
address is 15375 Deception Road, Anacortes, WA. 98221. I 
look forward to hearing from the members and especially if you 
have been to Nashville and have some “can’t miss” event.    
 
Finally, can we canvas the group and determine two items: 

1. Which days of the week are best, Wed-Sat, Sun.-
Thur., or it doesn't matter? 

2. Is the hotel cost more important than the start date, 
Yes, No, or it doesn't matter? 

 
 Thanks - Earl Kerr, Reunion Chairman for Reunion 41 
 
 

2014 NWSA Scholarship Award Winner  

 
Austin “Addison” Alford 

   I was born and raised in the small town of Somerville, TN to 
my loving parents, David and Cindy Alford. After attending high 
school at Fayette Academy in Somerville,  I journeyed to 
Norman, OK to attend the University of Oklahoma to major in 
meteorology. At OU I have had the pleasure of being involved 
in multiple student organizations including the Student Chapter 
of the American Meteorological Society of which I am currently 
the president, the Oklahoma Weather Lab, and the School of 
Meteorology Peer Mentoring Program of which I am the 
coordinator. 
   In my academic career, I am a member of the OU Honors 
College, hold a minor in mathematics, and attended a study 
abroad semester at the University of Reading in Reading, 
England during the spring of 2013. I have also been awarded 
the NOAA Ernest F. Hollings Scholarship, the Award of 
Excellence from OU, Honorable Mention to the College of 
Atmospheric and Geographic Sciences Outstanding Senior 
Award, the Outstanding Service Award from the School of 
Meteorology, and John T. Snow Study Abroad Scholarship. 
   Currently, I am an undergraduate teaching assistant in the 
School of Meteorology and an undergraduate research 
assistant for Dr. Michael Biggerstaff, director of the Shared 
Mobile Atmospheric Research and Teaching Radar program. 
My plan is to attend graduate school where I will pursue a 
Ph.D. in meteorology. After completing my Ph.D., I hope to 
begin in a research laboratory or a university. Although it is not 
my immediate goal after my Ph.D., I hope to eventually 
become a professor at a university. 
Editor’s note: The award will be presented at the 94

th
 AMS 

Annual Meeting in Atlanta, Georgia on February 5th, 2014. 
Lloyd Corbett, NWSA CMAA, will represent the NWSA at the 
awards. 

mailto:maxwell.james@sbcglobal.net
mailto:caspercap@gmail.com
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file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/My%20Documents/Aerograph/2012-08%20Aerograph/agcmmoon@earthlink.com
mailto:mooselittle@verizon.net
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MY BEST EXPERIENCES WHILE ON 
ACTIVE DUTY 

This relatively new feature in the AEROGRAPH is intended to 

provide a forum for member to tell their stories and remind 

others of their experiences. Because our diverse membership 

has service which spans over 70 years the forum will be 

organized in decades. Please indicate the decade that the 

experience occurred so we place it correctly in the article. 

Please try to be brief (250 words or less), or send in a photo 

with a caption. If your submission does not make it in the next 

edition of the AEROGRAPH it means we were limited by space 

and printing costs. It will be included in a future edition. We will 

also post them immediately on the website. We prefer to 

receive submission by email but you can mail them in to the 

Editor if you are still using an old typewriter for 

correspondence. 

For information please contact Mike Gilroy or Gary Cox at 

aerograph@navalweather.org  

  
Biographies Wanted! 

(Before it is too late) 
LT Fred Bergman, USN (Ret.), has said, "I cannot count the 
number of times family members have requested information 
on veterans that have passed". This is an attempt to help 
resolve that situation, spearheaded by AGCS Lloyd Corbett, 
USN RET. 

What is a Biography? 
It is simply the history of a lifetime. It narrates the most 
important facts of someone’s life, his or her childhood, 
adolescence, military service, wars he or she lived through, 
educational background, professional life, marriage, children, 

and most outstanding achievements. Also, it tells 
anecdotes, memories, trips and dearly cherished 
moments. It is our most precious legacy to Shipmates. 

Basic Format 
Name 
Childhood  
Education 
Family Ties 
Wife 
Children 
Life Events before joining the Navy 
Military Assignments and Duties 
Most Awarding Assignment 
Events and Accomplishments 
Life after the Navy 
AGCS Corbett suggests that BIOs be about 150 words and 

archived on CD/DVDs.   
 

AGCM Robert F. Frazier, 
USN RET 

Command Master Chief 
 
Mr. Frazier started his career in the 
U. S. Navy as a sailor and attended 
boot training in San Diego, CA. He 
went to school in Lakehurst, NJ as an 
aerographer’s mate. He served in 

Vietnam from 1965 to 1968 and also flew on 98 
reconnaissance missions. He worked as an executive assistant 
for a commanding officer in the enlisted affairs department. He 
also worked on the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower (CVN 69) as a 
command master chief. He was on two ice-breaking ships: one 
in Antarctica where he build a weather station, and the other in 
the Arctic where he pulled scientists off of an ice island that 
had been floating in the Arctic Circle (Arliss II). In 1982, while 
serving aboard the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower, he had the 
opportunity to speak before three Israeli commands about the 
United States’ Naval operations, and he also got the 
opportunity to tour the country. Mr. Frazier’s military career 
spanned four decades. Each step he took brought new 
adventures, greater responsibilities, and rewarding challenges. 
It is evident through his accomplishments that he had the 
ability to excel. He is also a trumpet player. 

(Biography from Professional of the Year in Military Service)  
     

A Singular Note of Interest! 
  I made two cruises on the USS Edisto (AGB-2). One to the 
Antarctic to build Palmer Station (the 5

th
 wintering over station), 

It was actually built by 5 Seabees, while I was anchored on 
Anvers Island aboard Edisto. 
An additional note! One night, on our way back north, the XO 
corralled me because I was playing my trumpet (as I did most 
nights). One thing led to another and I found myself playing 
bugle calls for the CO, CDR Nicholson. Until the day I 
transferred, I was the ship’s bugler. Nicholson. was proud to 
say he had the only bugler in the Atlantic service fleet. My 
second cruise is better described in Mr. Edwards’s article 
”Pole-to-Pole Adventures”.  

Submitted by AGCM Robert F. Frazier, USN RET. 
 

Pole-to-Pole Adventures! 
Exciting adventures in the polar expanses at both ends of the 
earth have engaged Louisville seaman Robert Franklin Frazier 
the last six months. 
   He’s due back in Boston any day now aboard the USS 
Edisto, an icebreaker, to join his wife, the former Carol Ann 
Callas, and two children. The Franklin Frazier Jr. (1887 
Ivanhoe Court) are the parents of the sailor who is a graduate 
of Shawnee High and attended the University of Louisville. .   
   Frazier is an aerographer aboard the Edisto, which spent 
four months in late winter establishing the first navy base on 
tiny Anvers Island just off Antarctica. 
   The craft headed for Boston and summery climes for six 
weeks’ leave and arrived last month just as an emergency call 
came from the opposite end of the globe—the Arctic. In less 
than five days the vessel put to sea again. 
   A group of 18 Navy scientists was in peril. They had spent 
months on an “ice island” and the icebreaker Atka had been 
dispatched to take them off before warmer weather broke up 
the floes. 
   The naval craft struck a submerged object, however, and 
was put out of commission. Just at the critical juncture the 
Edisto docked and quickly was reassigned to the mission in the 
North. 
   Nine of the scientists have been rescued and are safe 
aboard the Edisto off Greenland. The floes off Point Barrow 
were reported so heavy, however, that the craft could make 
barely a few inches a day, according to reports from Frazier; 
and the weather was worsening so that the chances of finding 
the other scientists were uncertain. 

mailto:aerograph@navalweather.org
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   Frazier’s thrills literally have extended practically from Pole to 
Pole, 
(By Edwards of the Courier-Journal, Louisville Times) 

 

LCDR David J. Berry, USN RET 
   After entering the Navy, I attended “A” school in Lakehurst 
from October 1972 through February 1973. My first duty station 
was FWC Guam. I worked plotting for a while behind the green 
door for ENS Terrie Davis 
and AG1 Gene Cox, and was CAPT Buckmaster’s command 
driver. 
   I applied for the NESEP program and tacked on E-4 in 
October 1974. After arrival in FNWC Monterrey, I was frocked 
to 2

nd
 class and accepted to the NESEP program all in the 

same week. I attended college at the University of Mississippi 
from Aug. 1975 through May 1979, when I was commissioned. 
   Following flight training I switched to the 1520 designator and 
worked within aviation maintenance for the remainder of my 22 
½ years of service. I retired a LCDR in November 1994. 
   I always look back fondly at my time as an Aerographer, one 
of the best jobs a sailor can have, and be around the smartest 
and nicest people in the Navy. I am still proudly an AG!! 

Submitted by LCDR David J. Berry, USN RET 

 

BINNACLE LIST 
 

See HRC Chapter News’ For the Good of the 
Order section for a summary of HRC folks’ 
health issues.  

.Submitted by Fay Crossley, HRC Secretary 
 

Rumor control: Mike Gilroy did suffer a heart attack in January 
and in now at home on the mend. Walking 2 miles a day and 
expects a very favorable recovery. 

 

DO YOU DO FACEBOOK? 
(You must be logged into Facebook to access either 

site.) 

 Find Facebook’s Navy AG group here: 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/34563

272172/ 

 
Find Facebook’ Navy METOC Officers here: 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/98578

891936/ 

 
 

           LETTERS 

 

"A Final Farewell to My Chief" 
 I proceeded to Arlington National 
Cemetery on Friday 15 November 
2013 to pay my final tribute to CDR 
Don Cruse, my Chief, my mentor, and 

long-time friend and shipmate.  Family and friends there 
appreciated the very professional and well-executed "Full 
Military Honors" ceremony presented by the Navy contingent at 
Arlington National. 
    As indicated in the May 2013 Aerograph article provided by 
Fay Crossley and Lloyd Corbett, Don was a real "Fleet Sailor" 

who honorably served throughout WWII, the Korean Campaign 
and much of the "Cold War" in a variety of challenging 
operational assignments (destroyers, carriers, fleet air wings, 
fleet weather facilities, air stations, intelligence, etc.) 
   Don was a superb Chief Petty Officer and LDO.  He took 
care of his troops and there was no task too big or too small 
that he could not effectively manage.  He could always come-
up with the correct decision to get the job done. 
   One of his best decisions was his marriage to Marge Durst 
(Cruse) which flourished for 66 years.  Marge has now moved 
to Colorado Springs, Colorado, to be near her daughter Donna 
Hendricks and husband Chuck, and also reasonably closer to 
her son David and wife Le Ann in North Minnesota.  Marge told 
me that she is doing OK in getting settled in her new abode 
and hopes to attend the 40th Anniversary NWSA Reunion in 
Pensacola April 27 - 1 May 2014. 

Submitted by Al Atwell - ex S1cAerM/AGC 

 

 
Marge Cruse 

 
   I first met Don and Marge Cruse in Japan in the early 60s. 
The Fleet Weather Office (on the hill) was a great place to 
work and working for CDR Cruse was a joy.  We were all a 
close knit group and the Cruses came to parties at our 
house.  Their children, Donna and David, were great and 
though they were older than my kids, they played with the little 
ones. 
   I followed the Cruses to DC, and I worked for Don again at 
the HQ, until he retired in 1968.  Even though retired Don and 
Marge kept in touch with me, and when I retired in 1981 I was 
“encouraged” (as only Don and Marge could do) to join the 
NWSA.  My first reunion was in DC sponsored by the Potomac 
Chapter. 
    The Cruse Crew spent part of each July, camping out at 
Camp Of The Woods in Speculator New York. They had been 
going there for many years.  The camp is about 5 miles from 
my brother’s camp on Elm Lake.  We always enjoyed meeting 
with the Cruses at reunions, or Potomac Chapter meetings; my 
favorite was Don’s “Crabs At The Crik” event a picnic at their 
trailer south of DC. 
   The Cruses were doers in the NWSA and Chapter events, I 
think they never missed a reunion.  We all were saddened at 
Don’s passing 4/1/13.  Marge saw to it Don was placed to rest 
at Arlington before moving to Colorado Springs to be close to 
daughter Donna. 
   Marge is doing well and we wish her well, she will be at #40 
am sure.  Attached is a picture of Marge with my Niece Lori 
Schardt.  Lori’s brother Kent and Lori's husband Bruce 
graduated from West Point class of 1980.  Kent met the 
Cruses in 2012 and was thrilled to hear all the sea stories. 

Submitted by Fay Crossley, HRC Secretary 

 

http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/34563272172/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/34563272172/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/98578891936/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/98578891936/


7 

 

 
Marge and niece Lori Schardt 

 
Who We Are Is Who We Were 

   We in the Naval Weather Service Association (NWSA) have 
a unique ability to get things done. We come from many 
different backgrounds with many different characteristics. 
Being that our group is from all over this country, we 
experienced a variety of environments growing up. We all have 
a different identity to guide us along the way. This Identity is 
who we are and what we believe in. 
   We joined the military and took our individual training in 
different branches of the service and experienced things that 
were unique to that branch of service. Then you mix each of us 
up in an organization named NWSA with different expectations 
of what to expect and what to contribute. Is it any wonder that 
at times our views and ideas conflict. But what is important is 
that each of us keeps the best interest of NWSA foremost. 
   The leadership of your Chapter and National Organization 
are trying very hard to ensure that everyone has a great time 
with a range of activities that have broad appeal. Please help 
them out with understanding, friendship and most important 
assistance.  NWSA was founded from a secure base of Military 
Veterans who with their own varied backgrounds and 
characteristics had a vision of fellowship and camaraderie built 
around the Navy Weather Field and lifestyle. 
    Now it’s your turn to bring your background and individual 
characteristics to NWSA and to add your legacy to the 
continuance of NWSA. Personally, I am more proud of NWSA 
today than I was the day I joined. I have tried to make a 
difference. Will you? 
 

Comments about the Area of Honor 
   My thoughts are that a member of NWSA could visit Navy 
Weather Headquarters and see if the Admiral and the 
Command MCPO will come onboard and support this idea.  
They have the pull to obtain an area at the School Command 
for NWSA to display items that may help us in our recruiting 
effort. At one time or other, most, if not all active duty and 
reserve types rotate through the school command for some 
type of training.  
   We no longer have an active Chapter in southern Mississippi, 
but someone living in that area may assist us in our effort to 
gain membership for NWSA by keeping the area current and 
talking with people that rotate through that area.  The same 
goes for San Diego and Norfolk. 

 
Comments about Scholarships for Family Members 

of NWSA 

   This should be a stand-alone effort and not take away from 
the existing agreement with AMS. The scholarship must be 
available to only current (Active) members of NWSA. I would 
not restrict it to someone in college for the sciences, but any 

child going to college. 
Note from the Prez: Currently the NWSA maintains 
only one scholarship program that is administered by 
the AMS.  
 

BIO’s for NWSA Members 
I think that the comments provided by LT Bergman and his 
association with The American Legion provide ample 
justification for this effort.  Then when a member of NWSA 
passes, the Aerograph Editor has something to put in the 
current issue. 

(Editor’s note: I second this motion.) 

. Chapter Meeting Comments  

On several occasions, I have commented that individual 
NWSA Chapters hold meeting in various locations of their 
region.  Also, the NWSA President or Vice Present should 
attend at least one individual chapter meetings each year.  
This could serve as a drawing card for that meeting and may 
help to renew interest in our organization.  The chapter could 
plan something to make that meeting special. 
 

Remember that Recruiting is an All Hands Effort 

and is a responsibility for all members. 

Back in 2009, I wrote a letter to NWSA saying that I would be 

happy to visit with any former member of the Navy Weather 

Service that lives within 100 miles. Along with other ideas to 

help the Membership Group appointed at the 2008 Meeting. 

 

Other Comments: 
    I am a member of the Special Military Active and Retired 

Travel Group (SMART) and will assume the office of Chapter 

Treasurer in December.  Daisy and I are helping to host our 

Chapter’s October 2013 Meeting at Summerville, FL.  My 

comments…I have agreed to meet with the Aviation Boatman’s 

Mate (AB) Group that are meeting at the Moody AFB 

FAMCAMP this October to discuss SMART and to seek 

Membership for our group. Since, I am on their mailing 

list…they sent me a Navy Message talking about their Group 

and will provide it by separate correspondence. 

Submitted by Lloyd Corbett, NWSA CMAA 

 

 
 

Obituary for Navy Tradition ? 1775-2013 
   In a press release from Washington D.C., the Navy 
Department announced the death of Navy Tradition after a 
long illness. Navy Tradition was born into a world of turmoil 
and revolution in 1775. Starting with nothing as a child, Navy 



8 

 

Tradition evolved to become an essential part of the most 
powerful Navy the world had ever seen. He was present when 
James Lawrence ordered “Don’t give up the ship” as he lay 
mortally wounded on the deck of the Chesapeake. He 
witnessed cannon balls bouncing off the copper-shielded sides 
of the USS Constitution, “Old Ironsides.” He fought pirates off 
the Barbary Coast and suffered with his shipmates on the 
battleship Arizona during the attack at Pearl Harbor. He fought 
his way across the Pacific with Nimitz and saw MacArthur fulfill 
his promise to return to the Philippines. Navy Tradition was 
there when sailors fought bravely to save the frigate Stark after 
it was hit by a cruise missile and witnessed the launch of 
Tomahawk missiles from the battleship Missouri at the outset 
of Desert Storm. 
 
   Through all the strife, good times and bad, Navy Tradition 
was there to support his shipmates and give a balance to the 
misery that sometimes accompanied a life at sea. Be the 
nation at peace or at war, Navy Tradition made sure that we 
always remembered we were sailors. He made sure that 
promotions were celebrated with an appropriate “wetting 
down”; crows, dolphins and wings were tacked on as a sign of 
respect from those already so celebrated; chiefs were 
promoted in solemn ceremony after being “initiated” by their 
fellow brethren; and only those worthy were allowed to earn the title 

“shellback.” But in his later years, Navy Tradition was unable to fight 

the cancer of political correctness. He tired as his beloved Navy went 
from providing rations of rum to its sailors to conducting 
Breathalyzer tests on the brow. He weakened as he saw 
“Going into harm’s way” turn into “Cover your backside,” and 
as “Wooden ships and iron men” morphed into “U.S. Navy, 
Inc.” 
 
   A lifelong friend of Navy Tradition recalled a crossing-the-
equator ceremony during World War II: “ I had to eat a cherry 
out of the belly button of the fattest sailor on the ship. It was 
disgusting. But for that few minutes, it took our minds off the 
war and to this day it is one of my greatest memories.” In lieu 
of flowers, the family of Navy Tradition has asked that all 
sailors who have earned their shellback and drunk their 
dolphins; who remember sore arms from where their crows 
were tacked on and were sent on a search for “relative bearing 
grease” or a length of “water line”; who’ve been through chiefs’ 
initiation or answered ship’s call in a bar fight in some exotic 
port of call, to raise a toast one more time and remember Navy 
Tradition in his youth and grandeur. Fair winds and following 
seas, Shipmate. You will be missed. 
Source: Lt. Cmdr. Thomas Sousa (USN Ret.) letter to Navy 
Times Oct 2013 

Submitted by LCDR Dick Gilmore, USN RET 

 

Vietnam POWs – 40 Years Later 
(YouTube Video) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=Lemllfc

AY8A&sns=em 
This was really good!  Can’t believe it has been that 
long. 

Submitted by AGCM Moon Mullen, USN RET 
 

U.S.S. Gerald R. Ford – Check Out the 
Construction of the Most Expensive Ship 

Ever 
http://www.businessinsider.com/uss-gerald-r-ford-

construction-of-the-most-expensive-ship-ever-2013-
7?op=1 

Submitted by LCDR Bruce DeWald, USN RET 
 

Aerographer’s Mates and Carrier Duty a Done 
Deal? 

RTC  Bainbridge, Maryland, it’s 1954, Boot Camp is 
over, a  young sailor is handed the two green stripes of 
an AA and sent off to Airman School, Norman 
Oklahoma.  From there he is sent to the “aviation 

rating” AG A school Lakehurst. Upon  
graduation in 1955 he asks for a carrier,  but is he sent 
to an Aircraft Carrier?  Nope, he is off to the 
icebreaker, USS Atka GB-3 for the rest of his 1st 
enlistment.   1958 he reenlists, perhaps now a carrier? 
Nope, it’s destroyer duty in USS Perkins DDR 
877.  From there it’s to the USS Benner DDR 807 and 

then to duty at JTF-7HQ  Eniwetok and Bikini, Marshal 
Islands.  This followed by non-aviation shore tours at 
FWC  Suitland,   FWF London, and instructor duty 
NATTC Lakehurst.  April 1967 he is due for orders, 
once again he asks for a carrier. Surely a carrier will be 
available.  Nope,  this time to cruiser duty in the USS 
Providence CLG-6, followed 18 months later  cross 

decking to the USS Oklahoma City CLG-5. 

   Early 1970 orders, not to a carrier, but to FWF 
Quonset Pt. Well, at least it is on an air station and he 
gets to sign his very first dash one flight briefing 
form!  1974, shore tour over, now finally a 
carrier!  Nope, FWC Rota.  followed by 1976 transfer to 

FWC Norfolk. Then 1978 NWSED  Oceana.  1981 back 
to Norfolk serving there to retirement in 1985 with 
nearly 31 years of service in an aviation rating without 
a single tour on a carrier! 
   Who knows what lurks in the wondrous world of 
BUPERS! 

Submitted by CWO4 Mel Harder, USN REL 
 
 

THE BATTLING BOYS OF BENGHAZI  
 

We're the battling boys of Benghazi 
No fame, no glory, no paparazzi. 
Just a fiery death in a blazing hell 

Defending our country we loved so well. 
It wasn't our job, but we answered the call, 

fought to the Consulate and scaled the wall. 
We pulled twenty Countrymen from the jaws of fate 

Led them to safety, and stood at the gate. 
Just the two of us, and foes by the score, 

But we stood fast to bar the door. 
Three calls for reinforcement, but all were denied, 

So we fought, and we fought, and we fought 'til we died. 
We gave our all for our Uncle Sam, 

Just two dead Seals who carried the load 
No thanks to us....we were just "Bumps in the Road". 

http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=LemllfcAY8A&sns=em
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=LemllfcAY8A&sns=em
http://www.businessinsider.com/uss-gerald-r-ford-construction-of-the-most-expensive-ship-ever-2013-7?op=1
http://www.businessinsider.com/uss-gerald-r-ford-construction-of-the-most-expensive-ship-ever-2013-7?op=1
http://www.businessinsider.com/uss-gerald-r-ford-construction-of-the-most-expensive-ship-ever-2013-7?op=1
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The poem was written by an anonymous U.S. MARINE 
CORPS Officer in honor of Glen Doherty and Tyrone Woods. 

 

Antarctica Records Coldest Temperature Ever 
on Earth – 135.8 Degrees F Below Zero 

(It is NOT an "Official temp.") 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/weather/2013/12/10/anta

rctica-cold-record/3950019/?csp=Mostpopular 
Submitted by LCDR Bruce DeWald, USN RET 

 

Looking for Shipmates 
 

Ken Overholt 
   I stumbled across the website of NWSA. I’ll have to become 
a member—BUT first I found the name of Ken Overholt (and 
his wife Barbara) mentioned in a 2010 newsletter of the 

NWSA. It was in the Pensacola Chapter section of “Social 
Activities”. I was wondering if this is the Ken Overholt that 
served on the USS Saratoga (CVA-60) during Med Cruise 
1959? The Med Cruise lists him as Kenneth J. Overholt. This 
the same individual? 
   Any information would be MUCH appreciated. Email address 
is mark-waters@nu-z.net  
 

AGCS Walter Vernon Gray III, USN RET and 
Agent Orange Concerns 

Losing contact with a former shipmate Walter Vernon Gray III, 
AGCS, Ret., I happened upon one site that listed his demise in 
2006.  Can you please verify if this is true?  If not may I please 
have his contact information, or fwd my address to him? 
   My intention was to inform him of the information below, even 
though he didn't get into the area until '70 or '71, aboard the 
USS Okinawa. 
   Of possible interest to AG's stationed on LPH'S in the 1960's: 
The USS Valley Forge LPH-8 apparently is now classified as a 
Brown Water Ship, due to heavy Amphibious Operations in 
Vietnam from 1965 through 1968 (possibly later, I left in '68), 
and the efforts of an unusual number of its crew who have 
suffered multiple medical conditions normally associated with 
Agent Orange. Up to now these men were denied VA benefits 
as they 'did not have boots on the ground'.  A comment I 
myself was told during my retirement physical when I inquired 
about possible PTSD my wife had been concerned about for 
years.  
   A number of my former flight deck shipmates, with the help of 
a few politicians, worked on this reclassification for years. 
About all my contribution to this was a statement of my 
personal observation of flight deck conditions, and that a large 
pallet of 55 gallon barrels of Agent Orange, (some leaking and 
running across the hanger deck), was stored on the Valley 
Forge for an unknown amount of time in '66. 
   I have not seen the list of ships that have been reclassified. If 
the information I have been given to understand is correct, any 
AG's having medical issues can be alerted to the situation so 
they can contact their local VA, if need be. 
Tom Kircher, AG1, USN Ret 

 tomkircher@sbcglobal.net 

 
Travel via the Moon 

   It’s after Christmas but a great present for everyone comes 
to everyone planning a trip in the form of reduced airfares in 

February and March. Make your reservations NOW because 
starting in April and continuing thru August those same seats 
on your flights will be at their HIGHEST! 
   Not quite approved yet but may be on our horizon in the USA 
soon….and expected now in certain European airports 
including London Heathrow….your bottle of shampoo and 
maybe even that bottle you bought in duty-free before getting 
on the plane…they soon may go thru TSA without being 
confiscated….but just to be sure, pack them in your suitcase 
until the next time you go thru when you can ask those folks as 
you go thru the line. 
   And now the bad news: for those of you who earn more than 
$250,000 a year, there are 2% less seats up in 1st Class. Of 
course, if you are able to still get a seat “up-front” you will find 
they are roomier seats, many lying completely flat when it’s 
time to sleep, the personal entertainment at your seat is better 
and the menu has improved….makes you want to cancel that 
“coach” reservation and change it to First Class (also no 
charge for your baggage up front). And best of all, you get to 
go to the head of the line at TSA… 
Almost makes the increase of $600-1000 to $4000-5000 to 
Europe worthwhile, plus the fact that you get to board the 
plane before all the “peasants” that sit in the back of the plane.  
Next on board would be Business Class for ½ the price of 1st 
and actually, service and comfort just as good, making this the 
better value and will require less of your allowance, particularly 
on an “overnite” flight. Decisions! 
    We don’t usually go to an airport to get our exercise for the 
day, but many of the larger departure points here in the US 
and also in Europe, have put in more walking areas for 
persons to walk longer distances and even end up at yoga 
locations at the very end. And if you go 1st class and are 
invited into the “airline club” (or if you’re already a member), 
many of those exclusive locations have a small workout area, 
usually not too far from the bar.    
    We’ve said this before……NEVER put your passport in your 
suitcase…..carry it with you and have it ready at TSA, your 
airline check-in, the gate you board the plane (they look for 
your ticket and sometimes ID) and you’ll spend a lot of time 
trying to explain to the Customs people who you are if your 
baggage is missing on arrival. Missing baggage???? How can 
that happen, you say…..oh sure, the airline located it right 
away from your baggage receipts stapled to you ticket 
envelope…..they found it at your departure city and they’ll have 
it to you tomorrow, and be happy to deliver it to your hotel….so 
you can wear those “traveling clothes” another day (or two).  
How to get around that possibility: carry an extra shirt/blouse in 
your carry-on bag, just in case. The other option is buy some 
new clothes at a store near the hotel where you’re staying. 
Your hotel may even have some small shops in the lobby 
where you can get those outfits, but be sure the price will be 
higher than a local shopping mall within walking distance.   
   Travel is fun and planning ahead on what you’ll be seeing 
and doing make it twice as much fun. Write down the itinerary 
you hope to have….and then, stop worrying. 
It’s gonna be a GREAT TRIP……enjoy. You earned it!!    
                        ..   Submitted by AGCM Moon Mullen USN RET 
 

 
CHAPTER NEWS 

 
 
 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/weather/2013/12/10/antarctica-cold-record/3950019/?csp=Mostpopular
http://www.usatoday.com/story/weather/2013/12/10/antarctica-cold-record/3950019/?csp=Mostpopular
mailto:mark-waters@nu-z.net
mailto:tomkircher@sbcglobal.net
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SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 
 
LT TODD McDONALD, President  
AGCS STEVE TURCO, 1st VP  
AGC BOB JOHNSON, 2nd VP  
AGCS FRANK ANDREWS, Sec/Trea 

 
 
 

 
NWSA Southeast Chapter Christmas Party 

 

   The Southeast Chapter held their annual Christmas Party on 
13 December at the home of our president (LT Todd 
McDonald). It was a pot luck dinner with all the trimmings.  We 

held a White Elephant exchange of gifts as we had in the 
recent years. It was a great success. LT McDonald and his 

wife showed the members his lovely home. Members attending 
were AGCS Frank and Jane Andrews and granddaughter 
Hanna, LT Todd and Cheryl McDonald and daughter Mya, 
AGC Tom and Virginia Morgan, AGCM Joe and Rhonda 
McGarr.    

    Brief business discussion was held on the vote for the 
Reunion in 2016 and the Chapter will do additional review of 
the membership and bring it back up at our Spring meeting 
when we expect a greater number of members attending 
meeting. We found that even with the advance notice of the 
date of our Christmas Party and Winter Meeting, most 
members could not attend because of prior commitments, 
medical reasons, traveling, and various other reasons. Our 
business meeting adjourned until the Spring meeting. The date 
to be determined at a later date. We had received responses 
from about 25 members that could not attend the party. 
   We did have Mya playing the piano and there was a belated 
birthday for Charline Johnson. It was her 72nd on the 11th of 

December. 
Photo taken by Cheryl McDonald.   

Our party adjourned near 2130 hours. 
Submitted by AGC Bob Johnson, 2

nd
 VP, USN RET 

     
 

HAMPTON ROADS 
President        Bob Steiner 
Vice President       Joan Akers 
Treasurer        Bob Daigle 
Secretary                Fay Crossley 
Social Coord.          Frank Muscari 
VA Hospital Coord.  Joan Akers 
 CMAA                     Frank Muscari 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Winter Meeting  
Held at Cagney’s Restaurant 

Sunday January 5, 2014) 

      
In attendance: (33)  
Bob Steiner, Bob and Carol Daigle, Fay Crossley, Larue 
Wright, Steve and Sylvia Shafer, Frank and Eve Muscari, 
Doris Stepaniak, Howard Lee, Cheryl Nelson (Mrs. Virginia 
International), Nate Savolskis, Frank Shrout, Joan Akers, 
Chuck and Eileen Fifield, John and Ive Chubb, Marilyn 
McDonald, Ted Lemond. ((Dan and Maureen Fowler, Kaha 
Benga, Suellenis Benga, Kim Barbarji, Zach Barbarji, 
Hamed Barbarji, Pat Scott, Kathleen Clark, Amber 
Brauswetter, Leslie Dunn, Rachel Dunn - - -these 
wonderful folks are part of the Great Bud and Bev SCOTT 
family))   
 

REGRETS received from:  
Bob Wright – Bob works at the Tobyhanna Army Depot 

Commissary and enjoys the extra funding for “partying”.  Bob 
says “HI” to everyone.  
Dan and Carmen Lee – Dan says “sorry no”, Dan had a 

meeting to attend in WV.  
Dave Milot – had a family gathering to attend.  
Donna Crossley – still under the weather from hip 

replacement.  
Tammie Pierce – death in the family.  
Jack and Ann Salvato – Ann doing well after hospital stay but 

tired.  
 
   The venue, Cagney’s, (always reserved for our January 
meeting), was great, service was outstanding, food good. 
Meet and greet started about 300pm.   
   Meeting was called to order by President Fifield about 4 
pm.  A blessing was given by John Chubb and the Pledge Of 
Allegiance was led by Frank Muscari the CMAA.  As food 

orders and drink orders were taken by the Cagney’s staff, the 
50/50 drawing was held, the ticket was drawn by Mrs. Virginia 
and $50 went to Doris Stepaniak .  ((That is two in a row 

Doris))   
    Mrs. Virginia Cheryl Nelson was introduced by the 

president.  She spoke briefly about her platform of Disaster 
Preparedness. Cheryl will be representing Virginia at the 
International event in Jacksonville, Florida July 24th and 25th 
against nearly 100 others from around the world.  If you would 
like to learn more about Cheryl and perhaps help her with a 
donation, check out her web site at - - - 
www.mrsvainternational2014.webs.com   
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(see enclosure 8)  
    A brief trip down memory lane concerning the Bud and Bev 
Scott family was given by President Fifield, there was a close 

relationship between Bud and Chuck, Chuck relieved Bud at 
Norfolk back in 77.  He then introduced Kathleen 
Clark.  Kathleen was thankful that the Scott family was able to 

continue its association with the HRC Navy Family.  They had 
been to the cemetery before coming to the meeting.  She 
spoke of the many friendships over the years.  Kathleen 
introduced her daughter Amber who is pregnant, Kathleen is 
going to be a grandmother. 
   President Fifield then introduced Rachel Dunn, Bev and 

Bud Scott’s granddaughter, who has been working towards a 
career in Meteorology; she is a senior and graduates this 
spring and will be heading to UNC Asheville to follow her 
dreams.  She thanked the HRC membership for the support 
they have shown her and she will continue to keep us informed 
about how she is doing.  
    Since members had received the last minutes of the Fall 
meeting through email and not wanting to sit through the 
reading of it again.  The motion was made by Frank Muscari 
and seconded by Bob Steiner that the minutes be accepted as 

sent…motion carried.  
    Bob Daigle gave the treasurers report, HRC has a worth of 

$3161.71.  The BSA check for the flag retirement in July was 
still outstanding, those funds will be returned to the treasury on 
the 23rd of this month.  He talked about the IRS mess, HRC 
did not have approved forms for 2011 and 2012 and will not 
submit forms for 2013, until guidance is received from 
NWSA.  He talked about the Vetshouse contribution (See 
enclosure 6) and he talked about the V. A. cemetery where 
money was donated for wreaths over Christmas for the stones 
at the Albert Horton Cemetery in Suffolk.  (See Enclosure 
7)  Dues were collected for the upcoming year. $115 was 
collected for the one time charity for this meeting DVA 
Volunteer Driver program, to help pay for tolls across the 
CBBT. A motion was made by Bob Steiner and seconded by 

Steve Shafer treasurers report….motion carried. 

       
OLD BUSINESS: 
1…The Pungo Museum Weather Office Project:  Frank and 
Eve Muscari are working on the project and will give a report 

to HRC at the next meeting.  
2…The USS Wisconsin Weather Office Project: Dennis Pauly 
is working closely with the Active Duty POC AG1 Carl 
Porter.  Dennis and Bob Daigle are collecting stuff that might 

be used in the development of the Weather Office on the 
Ship.  There is also the possibility of the HRC membership 
getting involved as tour guides. 
3.  Roster, has been finalized and sent to NWSA.  Corrections 
have been sent.  Any further corrections should be sent directly 
to NWSA Secretary. Send corrections to Libby O’Brien at 

NWSASecTreas@panhandle.rr.com  
There was a brief discussion concerning the Bellinger List, it is 
felt the Roster would be used to update that list and that the list 
would be on line only from now on.   
4.  This Meetings Charity was DAV Transportation.  Sponsor 
was Bob Steiner.  Bob gave a brief outline concerning the 

need for help to buy easy pass time so the Veterans on the 
Eastern Shore can get to appointments on the Hampton Roads 
area.   
5.  Eve Muscari, reported on the SWEA 10/24/2013 Evening 

Gala, it was a grand event.  HRC membership missed this one. 
Enclosure (3).  Eve also reported on the SWEA 12/07/13 

Christmas Bazaar.  Enclosure (4). There was no HRC 
representation here either.     
6.  Fay Crossley reported on the 11/10 Play (Hairspray) in 

Smithfield. It was a great play, and dinner was great too.  HRC 
Membership missed this one too.   
   A listing of Enclosures:  ( copies of any Enclosures can be 
obtained by contacting HRC 
Secretary.  fdcross@charter.net    or 757-899-8802. 
1…Full minutes of the Board Meeting held on 
12/1/13.  (Enclosure 1)  
2…Board Meeting pictures.  (Enclosure 2)  
3…SWEA – Swedish Women’s Educational Association - 
10/24/13 event. (Enclosure 3)  
4…SWEA – Christmas Bazaar 12/7/13.  (Enclosure 4)  
5…Letter of thanks from Veterans Wreath Society.  (Enclosure 
5).  
6…Letter of thanks from the Vets house, Inc.  (Enclosure 6).  
7…Photos of the wreaths that were placed at the National 
Veterans Cemetery in Suffolk.  (Enclosure 7).   
8…Cheryl Nelson (Mrs. Virginia International) business card. 
(Enclosure 8). 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1…Elections:  Bob Daigle agreed to continue as HRC 

Treasurer and Frank Muscari agreed to continue as 

CMAA.  Bob Steiner was nominated for President.  President 

Fifield asked for nominations from the floor, having heard 

none (place was really silent), he asked that a motion be made 

that the new officers be elected by acclimation.  Frank 

Muscari made this motion and it was seconded by Bob 

Daigle…motion carried.  

As his final act as President, Chuck Fifield made LaRue 

Wright a life member on HRC, and then handed over the reins 

of leadership to Bob Steiner.  Bob’s first act as President was 

to fill the Vice Presidency slot by appointment that will last for 

one year.  He appointed Joan Akers, and she accepted.   

2…Report on #39 Capt. Chuck sent an email regretting that 

he could not attend this meeting but would try to be at the April 

event.  

3…Attendees for #40 tentatively will be, Fifields, Muscaris, 

Steinbrucks, Steiners.   

4…4/6 meeting charity was discussed.  Chuck Fifield 

suggested the Union Mission be the one time charity for this 

meeting.  Motion was made by Bob Daigle and seconded by 

LaRue Wright…motion carried.  Mr. Fifield will get contact 

information for the Union Mission to the Secretary.  

5…4/6 meeting venue: There were no suggestions for the 

place to have the meeting.  Board members will discuss this 

and have a venue set by the next board meeting.   The 

secretary will inform the board of the time and location of the 

board meeting in next month and the meeting will take place in 

early March.  

6…Ted Lemond gave a briefing on his plans to move to 

Mississippi.  The Military Retirement facility in Gulf Port is an 

exceptional place.  He said the waiting time was around 28 

months and he has been waiting for 10, so he is going to be in 

the HRC area for a while yet.  

7…Joan Akers (Frank Strout) gave a presentation on the 

situation with the VA.  They have lost contact with the POC at 



12 

 

the VA, calls are not returned, there is a requirement that the 

facility itself is in danger of being condemned.  For the time 

being, donations for goods and money should be given to the 

local food banks, or Salvation Army until the situation 

concerning our primary charity can be resolved.  

8…HRC life members:  A discussion concerning the HRC 

possibility of developing life membership dues, met with weak 

support as yearly dues are minimal.  

   . 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

1…..Marge Cruse:  New address, 2405 Patriot Heights, 

Colorado Springs, CO. 89904.   

2…..Donna Crossley – Hip replaced on 12/10, continues to 

improve.    

3…..John Chubb – Recovery continues from fall in August 

cracking pelvis, as well as fall in November that broke his foot.  

4…..Ann Salvato  - Recovery continues from stroke in August, 

she is doing well but gets tired easily.   

5…..Eileen Fifield – Removal of lump from breast on 12/9/13 

radiation therapy continues, another operation scheduled for 

1/27/14.   

6…..Chuck Fifield – Tests continue concerning a spot on 

lung, some scheduled for 1/6.   

7…..John Shay – rather lonely since Dorothy passed away.   

8…..Ron Alford – difficulties continue with complications with 

Parkinson’s.  

9…..Bob Daigle - COPD and possible sleep Apnea, Bob and 

Carol continue  to be in great spirits.   

10…Carol Daigle – coping pretty well with MS.     

11…Dan Lee – shoulder operation this month, they will smooth 

down the rough spots on his bones that are rubbing together.   

12…Bob Steiner – Cataract operations schedule for 1/20 and 

2/4.  

13…Kathleen Clark – having kidney issues our thoughts and 

prayers are with her as she goes through these difficult times.  

 

Mr. Fifield passed around a Patch from NATTU LAKEHURST 

for all to remember and think of the times each person was 

there.   

   Bob Steiner talked about Wallops Island and that facility 

taking over the lion’s share of launches for the space 

program.  There will be a lunch this month that will deliver over 

a ton of supplies to the space station.  Bob suggested that 

maybe a tour of the facility would be in order for HRC again.   

   A motion was made by Bob Daigle and seconded by Steve 

Shafer that the meeting be adjourned…motion carried and the 

meeting ended at 530.  

Submitted by Fay Crossley, HRC Secretary 
 

 
SOCAL CHAPTER 
 
 
Pres         John Rodriguez 
V. Pres         David Rue 
Sec/Treas     Morry Summey 

    
. GREETINGS FROM THE SOCAL CHAPTER. Looking 
forward to the coming Reunion in Pensa Cola. It was recently 
learned that Hazel Chesmore, wife of the late Ken Chesmore, 
had passed away on November 8

th
, 2013 at the age of 96. We 

extend our deepest sympathies to the Chesmore family. Ken 
was a longtime friend and shipmate, who I first met in 1947 on 
Guam FWC. 
 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

The yearly PARADE OF LIGHTS Dinner for the SOCAL 

Chapter was held at the BALI HAI Restaurant in San Diego on 

December 8
th

, 2013. We selected a different location this past 

year for the event. The food at the BALI HAI was excellent, but 

we were not able to get a very good view of the dressed boats 

and ships. All attendees enjoyed the outing, and had a good 

chatting with everyone. The attendees included David & Lois 

Rue, Bob & Shelia Clark plus their daughter, Morry 

Summey, and our organizers John & Fujii Rodriguez. In 

addition, we were fortunate to have Jeff & Melinda Holden 

join us. Jeff & Melinda are the son and daughter of decreased, 

longtime Chapter member LCDR D.B. (Deacon) Holden, USN 

RET. 

   The Chapter held the first meeting of 2014 on Tuesday, 7 

January 2014. Normally, meetings are the first Tuesday of the 

month, but that would have been the 2
nd

 of January, so we 

chose Tuesday the 7
th
 instead. Even with the change we still 

had a small turnout. President John Rodriiguez was there, as 

was S/T Morry Summey. Other attendees were David & Lois 

Rue, and Bernie & Dolores Cohenour. The brief business 

meeting consisted of getting input for the February Aerograph, 

collecting dues, planning the Valentine’s Day Champagne 

Brunch, and easting an excellent lunch. 

 

.MEMBER ACTIVITIES 

JOHN RODRIGUEZ: spent a week in Sacramento over John 

& Fujii Thanksgiving with their younger daughter, Yuri. Then 

she was here two weeks over Christmas and New Year’s. John 

is getting ready for tax season and will attend his last minute 

update in a couple of days. We are still contemplating whether 

or not we will drive east for the Reunion, visiting our older 

daughter and her family in Charleston, SC before Pensa Cola.    

BERNIE COHENOUR: Bernie & Dolores announced they will 

be grandparents for the first time by their Nicole & son-in-law 

Will Denny.  

MORRY SUMMEY: As I have done for the past several 

Reunions, I plan to attend the Pensa Cola Reunion with my 

two daughters, Martie & Marilyn. Enroute we plan a quick stop 

in NC to see grandson David, his wife Stephenie, and my 

great-granddaughter Sabrina, who is two and a half years 

old. Also, over the Christmas holiday, I managed to get in a trip 

to Virginia and back home again without getting caught by bad 

weather. GOOD PLANNING1111 

    Submitted by Morry Summey SOCAL Secretary/Treasurer 
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CENTRAL COAST 

 
President  Harry Nicholson 
Sec/Treas  Glenn Handlers 
 
Howdy,, 

    We are in a very severe drought 

on the central CA coast. The 

prediction I made about a year ago 

we would probably be on water rationing by late summer did 

not take place. 

   Carl Thormeyer’s station in Marina through Oct. 2013 

recorded only 25% of normal the first 10 months of the 

calendar year. By the end of Nov. 2013 it was up to 26% of 

normal. Oct. and Nov were both below normal in temperatures 

while Dec. has been  above normal but very dry. Dec. seen 

only .42 In. of rain which is 14 % of normal and all of CA is 

classified as severe to extreme Drought. 

   A Christmas greeting from Elmer Erdei informed me he had 

joined Mary Jane in her room at a skilled nursing home. Mary 

Jane has had strokes this year and has been in the nursing 

home several weeks or months. Elmer’s heart acted up so the 

docs put him in with MJ so they are at least together. 

   Elmer writes that Hazel Chesmore, widow of Ken 

Chesmore who some have known in previous times, passed 

on 8 Nov. 2013 to join Ken who has been with the great 

balloon launcher for a few years. Hazel was born 4 Oct. 1917 

and she and Ken left no children. 

   The Well Weathered wives club annual luncheon at the 

Rancho Canada was well attended. This all Navy wives club 

was hosted again this year by Bill Schramm. Some of the 

many who attended are not weather types but most are. They 

are listed below. I don’t personally know many of the folks so 

any errors or mistakes in spelling can be blamed on me. 

    Tom Ballard, Sam and Helen Sue Brand, Tom & Mary 

Callahan, Bud and Elizabeth Carlson, Don and Dori Chin, 

Mike and Ann Cuming (RN Retired), Don and Margie 

Edgren, Ron & Peggy Englebretson, Andy & Antoinette 

Goroch, Bil Groscup, Herb & Barb Hansen, Zane Jacobs 

(Gloria was indisposed so I took a brown bag lunch home for 

her), Mary Kalinayk, Barbara Lewitt & while chatting with 

Barb, Skinny Otis hove on the scene. It appears Barbara and 

Skinny are longtime friends. His Mrs. was also present but I did 

not meet  her. Then Don and Carolyn Mautner. Don has cut 

his teaching down to one class a week. Harry & Pat 

Nicholson. Harry’s cancer treatments have been successful 

and it is in remission so he appears to be off the binnacle list. 

Capt. and Mrs. John Okum the current Commanding Officer 

of FNMOC. Marjorie Petit, Jim Poland (Retired CDR and 

guest of the Englebretson’s), Charlie Roberts and 

companion Mary Challis, Bill & Mimi Schramm (Bill has 

done another outstanding job of host this year, though he may 

be ready for someone to take over the hosts job any time), 

Bob and Frieda Sparks, Ace Trask with Companion 

Beverly Morford, Dick and Mary Lou Ward made an 

appearance and Dick seems to have recovered and is off the 

binnacle list, Doug Wenger, Forrest and Madge William. If I 

missed anyone I apologize. 

   An E-gram from Frenchy Corbeille who lives in Brillion 

Wisconsin Mon. 13 Jan. 2014 was asking about Mike Gilroy. 

Frenchy heard from a friend in Pensacola, FL Mike had 

suffered a heart attack and was in hospital. I thought Mike 

attended the WWW luncheon before Christmas and that I had 

seen him there.  The list of those who attended the WWW 

luncheon does not list Mike so I must have been imagining 

things. The last time I talked to Mike when meeting him at the 

Ft. Ord Commissary he told me he still lived in Salinas, CA. 

Tue. 14 Jan. 2014 while shopping at the Commissary I ran into 

Bill Schramm. We chatted and Bill had no news about Mike 

Gilroy so it is not verified Mike is on the binnacle list. 

          Zane E. Jacobs AGC USN RET 

 
 
 

.   PENSACOLA CHAPTER 
 
 
Pres          Bernie Bauer 
Sec./Treas     Pat O’Brien 
. 
The Pensacola Chapter had its 
winter gathering on Dec 9th at the 
home of Greene and Marion 
Hawks.  We had a wonderful pork 

roast dinner with sides and deserts provided by those in 
attendance.  After dinner, we all participated in a white-
elephant gift exchange.  Of note:  Bernie Bauer 

did not wrap an aerial photo of the island of Guam for someone 
to select. 
Others in attendance: Dick and Elizabeth Tokryman, Larry 
and Nancy Warrenfeltz, Pat and Libby O'Brien, Dave and 
Jane Driggers, Dave and Jerrie Dunlap, Ken and Barbara 
Overholt, Al and Helen Atwell, Paul Belt and Cheryl Alter, 
Ray Malinowski, and John Shay. 
   Libby and Pat O'Brien spent the week before Thanksgiving 

at their time share in Orange Beach, Alabama.  Pat and his 
brother-in-law got in some fishing at the Gulf Shores' Fishing 
Pier, and he, Libby, and two friends got in a round of golf at the 
Timber Creek Course in Daphne.  Following their trip to 
Alabama, they headed north to Indiana to spend Thanksgiving 
with Libby's youngest daughter and her family. 
    After returning home, they had the pleasure of attending the 
ordination of Walt Kindergan (Ret Cdr) as a deacon in the 

Episcopal Church.  Walt and his wife, Becky, came down from 
New York where Walt has been in training.  After a short trip 
back north to gather their belongings, they were back in 
Pensacola shortly after the first of the new year.  We hope to 
see them at the 40th. 
   The O'Briens spent Christmas Day at home with Libby's son 

Dwayne.  That evening they went 
over to Pensacola Beach and celebrated their 19th wedding 
anniversary. Pat's oldest son, Patrick, drove up from Deltona, 
Florida, after Christmas and spent a few days visiting with his 
dad.  The new year was ushered in at a party on Perdido Key 
with snowbird friends from Canada.  New Year's Day was 
spent in recovery.  Ouch! 
   The O'Briens continue to help with preparations for the 

Association's 40th Reunion and look forward to seeing old 
faces once again. 
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   Al and Helen Atwell have been busy traveling lately with 

several trips to Raleigh, NC to visit their daughter and 
granddaughter. On their most recent trip, they also proceeded 
to Arlington National Cemetery to pay a final tribute to Don 
Cruse, Al's long-time friend and shipmate. They returned to 

Pensacola in time to get organized for a Christmas visit by their 
daughter and granddaughter, who enjoyed a few days in the 
warm and sunny south.  After the holidays, they quietly 
ushered in the New Year and are resting up prior to heading 
north again (if the global warming conditions up there 
permit??). 

                   Submitted by AGCM Pat O’Brien USN RET 
    

 
 

LCDR Marcia L. Jones, USN 
RET                                     

Dec. 27, 1946 to Oct. 23, 2013 

. Marcia Lynn Jones, 66, Montverde, 

Florida passed away on October 23, 
2013 in Montverde, FL. Mrs. Jones was born on December 27, 
1946 in Springfield, MA to Joseph and Elsie Souvigney. Upon 
her retirement from the Navy, LCDR Jones moved to 
Montverde, FL in 1999 from Illinois. Mrs. Jones was a member 
of the DAV as well as the NRA and holds five Master degrees 
in different disciplines. She loved traveling and playing 
computer games but most of all she had a strong passion for 
teaching. She is survived by her loving husband of 35 years 
Isaac L. Jones of Montverde, FL; Unrelated Son: Tony Talbot 
of Montverde, FL; Second Mother: Ellen Souvigney; God 
Daughter: Margaret (Sebastian) Quintas of Mount Dora, FL; 
Brothers: BG John (Jennifer) Sullivan of VA, Patric (Melissa) 
Sullivan of NC and Vincent Sullivan of NC; Sisters: Maria 
(Greg) Varhue of MA, Nancy (Orlando) Albans of MA, and 
Meghan (Don) Lucier of MA; Nephew Patrick Varhue, and her 
Best Friend (BFF) Joan Sobczak of FL. In lieu of flowers Mr. 
Jones has requested that you take someone you love out and 
buy them an ice cream.                                               
Submitted by Isaac "Ike" Jones, USAF RET 

AGCS Robert B. “Mac” McBeth, 
USN RET                           

November 11, 1927 to November 12, 2013 
 

   Robert B. “Mac” McBeth died suddenly on 
11-12-13, a day after his 86th birthday, his 

beloved dog Mercy by his side. Born in 

Crescent City, CA on November 11, 1927, to 
Charlie and Addie McBeth, Bob was the second of six children: 
first came the four boys (Charles, Robert, Paul and Alan) and 
much later, two baby sisters (Rita and Carol). They were raised 
in northern California and southern Oregon. 

   A veteran of WWII, the very young Bob saw the end of the 
war aboard a battleship in the Pacific. Following V-J Day in 
1945, he left the Navy for a short stint as a crop duster in 
Oregon. After crash landing two planes, he reupped with the 
Navy for a 21-year career in meteorology. An historically 
significant moment of his naval career happened in 1962, while 
he was stationed on the island of Trinidad. Only 90 miles from 
Cuba, he and his company were on high alert and prepared to 
respond to the Soviet threat, the Cuban Missile Crisis. Bob 
retired from the Navy in 1966, and came to work for NCAR in 
Boulder as a weatherman. His impressive career in 
meteorology showed him the world: he traveled to both the 
Arctic and Antarctic, to Greenland, the South Pacific, 
Venezuela, and other sites around the globe; he was one of 
the first scientists allowed in to China at the end of the Cultural 
Revolution, and established a weather station in Tibet at over 
18,000 feet.  
   He was married to his wife, Lee, for over six decades, and 
shared this: “my wedding day was the very best day of my life.” 
He and Lee raised three children: John McBeth (Lorraine), 
Davis, CA; Valerie McBeth (Kevin Allen), Boulder; and, Jeff 
McBeth (Isabel), Longmont. He regularly busted buttons of 
pride over his six grandsons, three granddaughters, and one 
great-grandchild on the way. 
   Bob was a nationally ranked skeet-shooter, played golf on 
U.S. Navy teams, and was an outstanding bowler. His other 
passions included biking - he set up a bike repair ‘business' in 
his basement to repair all the flat tires for neighborhood 
children; he built birdhouses for birds in the neighborhood and 
for Habitat for Humanity fundraisers; he learned to make 
yoghurt at home, brewed pretty terrible beer and wine, and 
crafted amazing heirloom wood toys for his grandchildren in his 
wood shop. He had a rather short stint in the art of Bonsai and 
an incredibly long stint of impish wit, generosity and joie de 
vivre. He loved all animals, in particular dogs, and was known 
as the ‘dog whisperer' because of his very special connection 
with them. 
   Bob kept current with technology and spent many hours in 
later years reading voraciously on his I-pad about everything 
from the solar system to modern music, as well as the latest 
spy novels. He is remembered both as a gentleman and a 
gentle man and he leaves behind a very proud family.  
Published in The Boulder Daily Camera on Nov. 19, 2013. 
Editor’s note: Bob was my supervisor during the summer of 
1976 working on the National Hail Research Experiment out of 
Kimball, NE. I couldn’t have asked for a more knowledgeable 
and helpful person to work for. 

AGC Richard "Dick" Frank, USN RET     
December 17, 1933 to August 19, 2013 

   I just found out that AGC Richard (Dick) Frank passed away 

on 8/19/2013 in Pensacola. He had cancer and it was stage 4 
when he found out.  After finding out he had cancer, he lived 
only a few days and he passed away in Hospice care. He 
wasn't a member of NWSA but had lived in Pensacola since 
his retirement from the National Weather Service. He was born 
on 12/17/1933 and left behind his wife (Evangeline). He was 
cremated. 
   I served with Dick at three duty stations. My first duty in a 
weather office was in Bermuda 1959 along with Al Ulrich. Later 
on, I had a few days with Dick at NAS Corpus Christi TX and 
final when he was at NWSED Meridian MS. He retired from the 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/ww2/?personid=168087683&affiliateID=3241
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=168087683&affiliateID=3241
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Navy June 1984 at NWSED Meridian and then moved on to 
the National Weather Service. 
   I talked with his wife and she said that he had many duty 

stations (including some on ships) over the years. I think Dick 
retired after about 30 years in the military.  He did serve in the 
Air Force early in his military career. 

Submitted by AGC Bobby Johnson, NWSA SE Chapter 
(Jacksonville), 2nd VP 

AGC Arthur H. Levy, USNR RET                  
Passed at Age 84 around Dec. 19, 2012 

   AGC Arthur H. Levy, USNR Retired,  age 84, of E. Long-
Meadow died Thursday at Baystate Medical Center in 
Saratoga Springs, NY (late December 2012).  He was a 
graduate of Long Island University in Brooklyn, NY.  He was a 
Navy veteran and served in WW2 and during the Korean War 
and  was in the Naval Reserve until 1988.  He was a live 
member of the Naval Weather Service Association and a 
member of the Fleet Reserve Branch 071 
   He also was an insurance Examiner for the State of New 
York for many years. He leaves his son Morris Levy or 
Evanston, IL, two daughters, Elizabeth McCoombs of 
Longmeadow and Ida Levy of Jamaica Estates, NY, and three 
grandchildren, Max, Eva and Helen, a sister Shirley Klaphotz 
of Goshen, NY. A grave side service was held at Sharon 
Gardens Cemetery in Valhalla, NY 

.               Submitted by AGC Bobby Johnson, USN RET 
Notice also appeared in  FRA Today, In Memoriam, Nov. 2013 

.  

Lyman Ray Rogers. USN RET 
October 17, 1920 to November 24, 2013 

 
   Lyman Ray Rogers, 93, died Sunday, November 24, 2013 in 
Jacksonville, Florida.  He was born October 17, 1920 in 
Colesburg, Iowa.  He became a Mason while living in 
Colesburg.  He served in the United States Navy as an 
Aerographer during World War II and retired after 20 year’s 
service.  While in the Navy he helped map the South Pole 
aboard the U.S.S. Currituck (AV-7).  He later retired as a 
Science Teacher from  John Gorrie Junior High School.  Mr. 
Rogers was predeceased by a daughter, Connie Sue Rogers 
McCaskill.  He is survived by his wife, of 67 years, Mrs. 
Carolyn Scott Rogers of Jacksonville; three daughters, Chanda 
Rogers, Lorie Rogers, both of Jacksonville, and Lee Ann 
Rogers of Morristown, Tennessee; three grandchildren, Kelley 
Gilbert, Summer Rossie and Daniel Rossie; and a great-
granddaughter, Daphinie.  A memorial service will be held in 
Geneseo, New York.   
Above information from the Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville, 
FL) 
. Submitted by: AGC  Bobby Johnson, NWSA SE Chapter 2nd 
VP and LCDR Bruce DeWald, USN RET 

    

Hazel Chesmore 
October 4, 1917 to November 8, 2013 

Widow of LT Kenneth Chesmore, USN RET 
 

Hazel passed away peacefully at age 96, at San Leandro 
Healthcare Center where she has lived since having a stroke 2 
½ years ago. She was preceded in death by her husband of 54 

years, Kenneth Chesmore. Survived by many loving and caring 
friends and relatives.  

Submitted by Libby O'Brien, NWSA Sec./Treas. 

 

CWO4 Karl Burghardt, Jr., USNR RET 
Passed January 11, 2014 at Age 71 

 
BURGHARDT KARL, Jr. 71, died January 11, 2014. Husband 
of Carol (Rodgers) Burghardt for 46 years. Son of Marie 
(Steinmetz) Burghardt and the late Karl Burghardt, Sr. With 
combined service of 33 years he was a U.S. Navy Veteran and 
Reservist. Survivor’s wife; mother; sons Karl, III and Robert 
(Hollie); 2 grand-children Jonathan Strohl and Abigail Strohl. 
Contributions to Wounded Warrior Project 301 Grant St., Suite 
900 Pittsburgh, PA 15219. 
Submitted by AGCS Bob Daigle USN RET via Fay Crossley, 
HRC Secretary 

 
  

YNC Teddie R. LeMond,  
USN RET 

November 11, 1931 to January 20 2014 
HRC Member 

   Virginia Beach - Teddie R. LeMond 
passed away suddenly on January 20, 
2014 of natural causes. He was born in 

Medina, TN on November 11, 1931. Preceded in death by his 
wife Ethel Mae, and his two sons Steven and Larry David and 
a sister Nell Blankenship of Humboldt TN. 
   Ted’s love of nature and life started at an early age riding 
horses in rural Tennessee and a train ride at 16 to boot camp 
in San Diego. His love of Navy life would last his lifetime, with 
his love of family and home town friends; he would continue to 
add new friends wherever he hung his hat. His continued his 
career working in civil service for the Navy Weather 
Department. Always gathering family and friends, old and new 
for hunting, snow skiing, and fishing from one of his Grady-
Whites on the Chesapeake Bay or he would take you for a 
plane ride, up in the sky he loved. His favorite alone time was 
rising before sun up and flying a plane along the Virginia coast 
and watching the sun rise over the sea and beach he loved. In 
his senior years it was his love of golf with friends, and 
reminiscing to all who would listen about his favorite fairways 
and holes at the many courses he played. Traveling and 
reading a good book, especially military history, were things he 
also liked to share. His greatest pleasures were always 
interacting with young and old, from the guard at the base 
saying "have a good day Chief", to his many favorite 
restaurants from the Shore Drive corridor to the beautiful rural 
Pungo area that would start making his Manhattan as he 
walked in the door. Along these same areas on Sunday you 
would find him worshipping at different churches finding old 
friends and making new. Ted never met a person that didn't 
become a friend. 
   . He is survived by two sisters Wilma McKenzie and husband 
Homer of Germantown, TN and Carolyn Kimbrell of Medina, 
TN, and beloved nieces and nephews. Ted is survived by 
numerous friends and two very special friends Marilyn 
McDonald and Todd Alspaugh .Ted retired from the US Navy 
and from Civil Service. Ted was a Mason for fifty years, Navy 
Weather Service Assoc. and Solo of Tidewater. In lieu of 
flowers donations can be sent to the American Cancer Society. 

Submitted by Fay Crossley, HRC Secretary 
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   Articles 

 
Pentagon Proposes Plan to Gut 

Commissary’s Budget 
http://www.military.com/daily-
news/2014/01/22/pentagon-proposes-plan-to-gut-
commissarys-budget.html?ESRC=eb.nl 
© Copyright 2014 Military.com 

Submitted by LCDR J.E. Kerr, USN RET 
 

   40TH Naval Weather Service 

Association Reunion 

Pensacola, Florida 
Sunday Apr. 27, 2014 – Thursday May 1, 2014 

 
Crowne Plaza Pensacola Grand Hotel 

200 East Gregory Street 
Pensacola, FL 32502 

850-433-3336 
www.pensacolagrandhotel.com 

 
The Crowne Plaza Pensacola Grand Hotel is now 
accepting reservations for the 40

th
 Naval Weather 

Service Association Reunion.  The Naval Weather 
Service Association Reunion group code is "NWS". 
The group block (online) will be active until March 12, 
2014.  Reservation requests after that date must be 
made direct with the hotel (850-433-3335: Reservations 
Desk). 
   Check-in time is 4:00PM, Check-out time is noon . 
Free Airport Shuttle is provided 6:00AM-10:30PM  
   All rooms have a view of beautiful Pensacola Bay.  
Each room will have a coffee pot, small refrigerator, 
small safe, an ironing board, and free Wi-Fi access. 
   The room rate for the rooms we have reserved is 
$119.00 before taxes.  Breakfast is NOT included. 
   The parking lot has 362 spaces.  It is security patrolled 
and outfitted with security cameras. 
   The reception area of the hotel is the historic L&N 
Train Depot built in 1912.  This area houses many 
authentic period fixtures and antiques.  It also contains 
the CAVU Bar with its many historic naval aviation 
photographs. 

   Fine dining is available in the 1912 Restaurant.   The 
staff serves breakfast from 0630 to 1100 daily; lunch 
1100-1400; and dinner from 1700-2200 except Sunday.  
Room service is available around the clock. 
   A fitness room is available 24 hours a day.  Entry will be with 
your room key.    An outdoor pool is also available. 

 

 
 

NWSA 40th Reunion in Pensacola, Florida 
I’m very happy to report that plans for the 40

th
 are 

coming along nicely. The hotel has been secured; the 
meals planned, and the tours scheduled. You most likely 
know that we’ll be using the Pensacola Grand Hotel as 
our meeting place.  It’s located right downtown on 
Gregory St.  It is easily accessible using Interstate 110.  
Take the Gregory St. Exit, and the hotel will be on your 
right.  If you are flying in, the hotel provides a free 
shuttle service to and from the airport.  Registration 
goodie bags will be available for pick up at the Lobby 
Bar in the hotel foyer.  The hospitality room will be 
located on the 2

nd
 deck at the room labeled Grand 

Central Station.  Our welcome aboard party will begin at 
1730 on Sunday the 27

th
. The party will include 

appetizers and a pay as you go bar.  If you are looking to 
venture out of the hotel for meals, there is plenty of fine 
restaurants nearby.   A list of these restaurants and their 
locations will be in your goodie bag. 
 

To advertise in the upcoming 40th NWSA 
Welcome Aboard Booklet, please contact 

Denny Maljevac at the address below: 

 
Advertisement        Cost 

 
Full Page               $80.00 
1/2 Page                $40.00 
1/4 Page                $25.00 
Business Card        $15.00 

Denny Maljevac 
730 Mozingo Lane 

Pensacola, FL 32514 

 

REUNION MUG DISPLAY 
The Pensacola Chapter is looking to put together a 
reunion mug display at the 40th.  We currently have 20 
mugs on hand.  That means we need 19 more to finish 
the collection.  The missing mugs are from reunions 1 
thru 3, 5, 7 thru 11, 13 thru 17, 19, 21, 26, 27, and 30.  If 

http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/01/22/pentagon-proposes-plan-to-gut-commissarys-budget.html?ESRC=eb.nl
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/01/22/pentagon-proposes-plan-to-gut-commissarys-budget.html?ESRC=eb.nl
http://www.military.com/daily-news/2014/01/22/pentagon-proposes-plan-to-gut-commissarys-budget.html?ESRC=eb.nl
http://www.pensacolagrandhotel.com/
tel:%28850-433-3335
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you happen to have any of these mugs, and are willing 
to lend them to us for the reunion, it would be most 
appreciated.  Let me know if you can help us with this 
endeavor.  My e-mail address is 
pobrien@panhandle.rr.com. 
We will get the mugs back to you following the reunion. 
 

40th Reunion Silent Auction 
 

40th Reunion Silent Auction 
 

40th Reunion Silent Auction 
 

Just in case you don’t have a clue about what this is all 
about, the Pensacola Chapter will host a silent auction at 
our 40th Reunion.  The auction tables will be set up in 
the hospitality room on Sunday, April 27th.   Instructions 
on the bidding will be posted near the tables, and you 
will also receive instructions in your goodie bag.    If you 
have an item you would like to donate, for inclusion in 
the auction, please contact Marion Hawkes or Gay Lynn 
O’Hara. 
Marion’s e-mail:  haw3637@cox.net 
Gay Lynn’s e-mail:  gay.lynn.ohara@gmail.com 
 

We are planning on two tours: 

 

 
 

The First Tour will be to historic downtown Pensacola 
on Monday the 28

th
. The tour will include a stop at 

Bartram Park and the Wall South. The Wall South is a 
replica of the Vietnamese Veteran’s Memorial Wall 
in Washington D.C.  While there, we will conduct a two-
bell ceremony for those shipmates lost this past year.  
Following the ceremony, the tour group will head to 
McGuire’s Irish Pub for lunch.  The honor guard 
used in the two-bell ceremony will accompany us to 
McGuire’s.  This will provide you with the opportunity to 
meet and talk with these fine young men and women.  
Afterwards, the tour continues with a stop at Joe Patti’s 
Seafood Market. 

 

The Second Tour is scheduled for the National Naval 
Aviation Museum on Tuesday the 29

th
.  It is aboard NAS 

and we are hoping the Blue Angels will be flying again 
come reunion time.  If they are flying, the tour will include 
a mini air show.   Tour participants will have special 
arranged seating at the airfield.  If the Blues are 
grounded, and if it’s at all possible, we will visit the Blue 
Angel Hanger to view the aircraft and talk with the pilots 
before heading to the Museum.   At 1100, the tour group 
will break for lunch at the Cubi Bar which is in the 
Museum.  The tour continues following lunch.  Before 
heading back to the hotel, the tour group will gather at a 
predestined place for a group photograph.   
 

Other attractions: 
Blue Wahoo’s Baseball Game 
The Blue Wahoos are a double A baseball affiliate of the 
Cincinnati Reds.  The team will be in town for a Monday 
night game on the 28

th
. A trolley will transport us from 

the hotel to the ballpark and pick us up following the 
game.  The Wahoos will host the Tennessee Smokies, 
an affiliate of the Chicago Cubs.  We are reserving a 
party deck for our group; however, we will need at least 
twenty-five people to attend the game in order to get the 
group rate.  The group rate includes a discounted 
ballgame ticket, a Blue Wahoo hat, hamburgers, hot 
dogs, potato salad, coleslaw, and  non-alcoholic drinks.  
The food and drinks will be provided for the first hour 
and a half you are in attendance.  Our group will be 
recognized on the video board and welcomed via the 
public address system.  We will also have a dedicated 
team representative to help us as needed.  We hope you 
will consider this endeavor in your plans for Monday 
evening. 
 
Casinos 
Florida does not allow casino gambling; therefore, If you wish 

to gamble, you will need to go to Alabama or Mississippi.  The 
Wind Creek Casino is about an hour away in Atmore, AL.  It is 
owned and operated by the Creek-Poarch Indians.  Another 
option is to travel west to the casinos in Biloxi, MS. A trip to 
Biloxi will take about two hours.  If you are not driving, Good 
Time 
Tours, a charter bus service, offers day trips to some of the 
Biloxi casinos. 

 
Fort Barrancas and Pensacola Light House 
These two historic sites are located aboard the Pensacola 
Naval Air Station. Fort Barrancas is short for Fort San Carlos 
de Barrancas.  It was built by the 
Spanish  in 1797.  The site became the home of the first U.S. 
Naval yard in 1821. Pensacola Light House was built in 1859.  
It’s a 177-step trek to the top of the light.  Once there, you are 
afforded stunning views of Pensacola Pass (where 
Pensacola Bay meets the Gulf of Mexico), three forts, the 
Pensacola skyline, and the historic Navy Yard. The fully 
restored Keepers' Quarters, built in 1869, is home to a 
museum and a gift shop.  It is located at the foot of the 
light house. 
 

mailto:haw3637@cox.net
mailto:gay.lynn.ohara@gmail.com
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Pensacola Beach and Fort Pickens 
Visit Pensacola Beach for its old Florida feel with natural 
beaches, local hang-outs, first-rate fishing, and historic Fort 
Pickens.  The beach is located about 7 miles east of the city of 
Pensacola, and Fort Pickens is at the western end of the 
beach.  Fort Pickens is a part of the Gulf Islands National 
Seashore. The park entry fee is normally $11.00, but a car load 
of visitors can enter for $25.00.  If you make this trip, you will 
surely delight in the white sands and crystal blue water of the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
 

Fishing 
There are many charter boats in and around the Pensacola 
area that will transport you into the Gulf of Mexico to fish for a 
variety of species.  These boats come fully equipped, and the 
only thing you need to bring is something to eat and drink.  The 
length of the trips varies, as does the cost.  The most popular 
trip is one of 6 hours. It takes about an hour to reach the 
fishing grounds and an hour to get back to the dock; therefore, 
you’ll get in 4 hours of fishing.  The average cost of this type of 
trip will be approximately $125.00. 

 
Pensacola Climatic Conditions in April 
Expect high temperatures in the upper 70’s and nighttime lows 
in the upper 50’s. The average rainfall for is 3.89 inches.  The 
average sea-water temperature is 
71F. 

 
Historic Pensacola Village  
The Village is open Tuesday-Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Tickets for Historic Pensacola Village may be purchased at the 
Tivoli High House Shop, located at 205 E. Zaragoza Street in 
Downtown Pensacola. For questions, contact the Tivoli High 
House Shop at 850-595-5993. 

 
Guided Tour Times: 11:00, 1:00, and 2:30. 
We offer guided tours of our historic homes and buildings 

three times daily at 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m., and 2:30 p.m. 
Guided tours are part of admission ticket. Tours will last 
approximately 1 to 1.5 hours. 

Adult Ticket - $6.00  
Child Ticket (ages 4-16) - $3.00  

            Discount Ticket - (Senior Citizens 65+, Active 

            Military, AAA Member) - $5.00 
Visitors will receive an in-depth tour of the 1805 French-Creole 
Lavalle House, the 1871 Dorr House, the 1832 Old Christ 
Church, and the 1890 Lear-Rocheblave House. 

 
Guided Tour of the Barkley House 
local Ticketed visitors to Historic Pensacola Village may now 

enjoy a 45-minute walking tour of a portion of the Pensacola 
Historic District and the Barkley House. Tour guides will lead 
guests past historic structures along Zaragoza Street, 
highlighting significant architecture and history. Located on 
Pensacola Bay, the circa 1825 Barkley House is the oldest 
surviving example of a high-house in the city. Visitors will have 
the opportunity to learn about the Barkley family, catch a 
glimpse of Pensacola during the American Territorial Period 
and enjoy the vista of Pensacola Bay from this unique home. 
Tours leave from the Tivoli High House at 2 pm. 
Tours are subject to change due to renovation and repair, 
please contact us for the most current and updated 

information. You may contact the Tivoli High House Store 
at 850-595-5993 or our administrative office at 850-595-
5985. 
 
T. T. Wentworth, Jr. Florida State Museum  
Our flagship museum in the West Florida Historic Preservation, 
Inc. complex houses three floors of exhibit space. It is open 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Located at 330 
South Jefferson Street. For questions, contact the T. T. 
Wentworth, Jr. Florida State Museum at 850-595-5990. 
 

There is no admission fee to the museum 
 
Pensacola Children's Museum 
The Pensacola Children's Museum is located in the Arbona 
Building at 115 East Zaragoza Street. The Museum is on 
Zaragoza Street between Jefferson and Tarragona Streets, 
directly behind the Pensacola Cultural Center. The newest 
museum in our complex is open Tuesday through Saturday 
from 10 until 4. It is a hands-on exploration of Pensacola 
history for ages 2 to 13. For more information, contact the 
Museum at 850-595-1559. 
 

Tickets are $3.00 per person over 12 months of age.  

 

RV Parks in the Pensacola Area 
 

Military:  
1.  OAK GROVE TRAILER PARK (Sherman Field) on board 
N.A.S. Pensacola 
81 sites, 56 full hookups 30/50 amps Reservations Required, 
Rates $20 to $30. Phone 850-452-2535. About 20 minutes 
from hotel. 
 
2.  BLUE ANGEL NAVY RECREATION PARK off Hwy 98 
83 sites, 34 concrete, 83 water/Elect.  30/50 amps.  No 
reservations, rates $15 to $25.  Phone 850-453-9435/4530   
About 30 minutes from hotel. 
 

Civilian: 
1.  AVALON LANDING RV PARK (Good Sam) Milton, FL  
79 gravel, 8 pull thru, 79 full hookups 30/50 amps $40 to $50 
Phone 866-995-5898,  avalonlandingrvpark.com 
About 30 min via I-10 and I-110 from hotel 
 
2.  GULF PINES KOA on Pensacola Beach 
100 grass, 100 pull thru, 100 full hookups. 30/50 amps $40 to 
$55 Phone 888 562 4258,  gulfpinesrv.com.   About 40 min via 
I-10 and I-110  from hotel. 
This is a new park. 
 
3.  PENSACOLA BEACH RV RESORT 
Big rig friendly, 30/50 amps, cable TV Expensive!!  Phone 850 
438 1266.     pensacolabeachrvpark.com.  About 30 min from 
hotel. 
 
4.  FORT PICKENS NATIONAL PARK CAMPGROUND, 
Pensacola Beach.  About 45 min from hotel. 
 
5.  There are numerous other RV Parks in the area 45 min to 
one hour from hotel.

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=205+E+Zarragossa+St,+Pensacola,+FL+32502&spn=0.030977,0.030169&t=h&hl=en
http://www.historicpensacola.org/photo_gallery_imagesf7a0.cfm
http://www.historicpensacola.org/photo_gallery_imagesf7a0.cfm
http://www.historicpensacola.org/photo_gallery_imagesf615.cfm
http://www.historicpensacola.org/photo_gallery_images8f39.cfm
http://www.historicpensacola.org/photo_gallery_images8f39.cfm
http://www.historicpensacola.org/photo_gallery_imagese81a.cfm
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=330+South+Jefferson+Street,+Pensacola,+FL&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x8890c0ad0b5247fb:0x62ef776547680cb3,330+S+Jefferson+St,+Pensacola,+FL+32502&gl=us&ei=BRXST-exHoOY8gTH5KXbAw&oi=geocode_result&ved=0CAkQ8gEwAA
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=330+South+Jefferson+Street,+Pensacola,+FL&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x8890c0ad0b5247fb:0x62ef776547680cb3,330+S+Jefferson+St,+Pensacola,+FL+32502&gl=us&ei=BRXST-exHoOY8gTH5KXbAw&oi=geocode_result&ved=0CAkQ8gEwAA
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Welcome to Pensacola & Reunion #40 – See You There!!! 
 
 
 
 

 
  


